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H.S. BRICKS INDUSTRIES LTD.

AutomaTice Bricks ManufacTure and Suppliers

@ [E&quﬁﬁiﬁ

] 8808

aff Lok
' ﬁm%lmmq.

Office: 72, Anderkilla, Chittagong-4000, Bangladesh.
Factory: Nachoni Khola, Hathazari Road, Chittagong.
Phone: 636330, 637278 Mobile: 018-317559, 018-311941
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"Islamic terms for the missonarry activities of the prophet (PBUA) are tabligh
and dawah the dictionary defines the word "tabligh" or "preachings as to

convey". As a term "preaching" means to spread some good or virtue and

particulary religions precepts among people or nations and to call upon them to
embrace the massage.

o) ¥z Dawah is a process of calling the people carnestly towards a goal.

The %eople are warned against the lost and dangers of opposing or refuting this
goal.
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MOSTAFA GROUP OF INDUSTRIES

UNITS OF MOSTAFA GROUP
3 Rahman Rexine Industries Ltd. O Mostafa Re-rolling Mills Limited
3 Rahman Ship Breakers Limited 0 Mostafa Steels Limited
O Mostafa vegetable Oil Industries Ltd. 0 Mostafa Coconut Oil Industries Ltd.
0 Mostafa Garments Industries Ltd. O Mostafa Steel Galvanizing Plant Ltd.
O Mostafa Artificial Leather Industries Ltd. 0 Mostafa Shrimp Products Ltd.
O M. M Ship Breakers 0 Hefazatur Rahman & Co. Ltd.
0 M. Rahman & Company 0 Soudia Coach Service
O Mostafa Paper Products Ltd. O M. M. Vegetable Qil Products Ltd.
CORPORATE OFFICE:

M. Rahman Chamber, 277, Khatungonj, Chittagong, Bangladesh.
Tel: 622222, PABX: 615815, 615818, 615079, FAX: 88-031-610152,
710114. E-mail: mostafa@spctnet.com CABLE: REXINCO
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RT9 AN Treavaead GIZq
I gy e e

G i sarm e THiRE AN WS 9F TG S | ey e ey qremite @
oy wdfifs frarad o A | At ey amw @ *fE @2 T Rreg @ «fead b
T AN G 409 | Preine weeel, Sosetel ¢ fffesr [was fm g semags
SIS TR WA (50 IR | G A oeiaqy qes wwe MyEee e ¢ @65 @
VIO MR T A | &7 061 MR berg ARG @ SR guie wies | e e
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P SaTiee Jrey FG SF F@CE | SWEND) A40H M VNG PEANATE IS
SIZF [ DA 9 R | SE@ PENEE O8N S9El APed SNe =0A S
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Gl AT P | O WD) &A0H WG MHTIR QA PN @ A PEANETA
SIF 0 B FACS LAAA SIAA] A |

1 carrer f&r faifSwn erpiferaons o<rgi:

e fadl (R @, wpifai we e wewes «fgs | foin 0= 77 i ¢ +fifve
Sl PEAFO! AR Lb@ AT ACHFCA T 471 A |

The Newyork Time Company: @& Iggt stemagw ezl | a1 [fFgsnm am dseflt
eS¢ Tferm 1 oRs @ N ARk TR | ew

eE, Je 0, Wi, [T 33F biRn fefenrer Ry wwvem, o, @fes
o, TN, TGS ST TIHATS T© e e o estdw AR 83EF Bigw
AR AfRSEA | T e eFrEl g, TORE0 I G2 IS HWATS [ |
International Hereld Tribune @3 ¢o *eied Tfasm ¢ smifeaw Few @r=ifia
STy Fened BiRw Apnfea ware

The Economist: & e@if¥e 42 AefZFh oo AT A (G99 T3 Q2 THAE
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o] TIATA, Tl 8 A firm AzrEfiel @ ATE | TIOR8 FEHS WU
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AT 2w 0,000 €S @ |
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afefTTa TEEHT 30,000 GAE (@A |

USA Today International: «f5 28wans7 e awiaw wfas! | qat 2w, Fomeg a3
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woraa oft sfere Aufee oTesl, TECHCA ¢ TRNeR Riwa 93t G sam fifea
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Cable Nwes network (CNN) @7 #fisee Ted Turner €2 73 Weitea soa1 S0 | 333
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The International Islamic News Agency: 7wt (IINA) 2t sicwem sigai
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e e N
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AR | A wAE WA AN SIS 8 6 | @ed W Qurian and Modern
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oS afefie 20 ¢ @ TegR MYwe 39 I afelre FE Rew anfektrm «m |
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Radio Ramadan: 3%.5 s Tifem fifa ore o5 zrae Premmme 1y e e
sTreTel 493 @A | 2fSl AEE 16 AneE Afe IS IR W @S M OIel T
ot “rafe T RS SR TR e S v A | EREeE ey 1w oy
for BT 2R I ©Fl SWEAMSI [y S RSPl FEEbE FHCR | T SEHe
IR effSfi 13 w51 S0a TP TR T JH 1

RITIG AT S AR e T AWANAS AW, TS, T v were ey
oI T FCE A | S T IR SHSHDA T ARTES ToRfANEd T 6FF g
fata <t | “Islam in Philipin” Fe@fien sfmmm wims, 7i@m, S g3 545 &b
%@ A | “Islam Online" T feea 7eqm @ 2 @51 Fea A0 | “Islam -aphobia”
Nyein) RHens J@m, T sReRbe et Tarem ¢ afesr o9 evm & A |
“Islamic Broadcasting Network" Fiff# ceema, A<, TR [, SR
T fEemd w'eTre! I @b @ AtF | "Islamic Information and News
Network" "Islami City: Live TV" Triferz g ¢ Ipifen wedr g Jmme ¢
qe TS 5l F@ A | "Milli Gazrtte" <@zoie AR "Muslim News",
"Muslim Views", "Ummah" @ef® siesfdm a1 w5 «(fea zee T ar'eaed Ie
0 veTs

tmm:%mmmmGWwwmmm| «q TR 49

TEYS Al LAES ATFAE L™ zEAR TS T | T R et Gt e e T
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IR o) WFIRA FEAN O “IfR@ FAo TR 26T FRFE (A3 W& G871 °1F
RS TR | FE ARG (RN T BT HOE L& 26T ¥ | 97 =g [emms
O TR '8 SR FNGITH I T &SP FAR AT B | O« @ (@RS
el Sgfae REa AEdrs! fraa 3 992 a00s TerEa My 31 e ¢ ffae 57 | =i
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faeeitaa ST 71 Fa0e1 (AN TR g e g e aged ¢ @R
oS M I T8 T, (OH SN (FIFATT T 941 B (@i Tfere ws @te
TSreIa 5Bl 71 Fate Rt A% oI 2l | o [ ¢ «f @8 7j0a =Nl | @8 Aol
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Democratic Movement and
Jama’at - e - Islami Bangladesh

Md. Enayet Ullah Patwary *
Introduction:

against the west Pakistani military rule on 16™ December 1971. Bangladesh is
the 2™ largest Muslim country in the world. The people of the then East
Pakistan fought against Pakistani reign to establish their franchise, to ensure
their due political participation and for economic emancipation. But, it is a
tragedy for the people of Bangladesh that they had to enjoy military rule most of
the time of 1% two decades after liberation.

Late Sheikh Mujibur Rahman banned all political parties and seized their
political rights and freedom of media within 3 years of independence. Several
military coups took place during the period 1975 to 1982. General Hussain
Muhammed Ershad was one of the military rulers who ruled over 9 years at a
stretch. A vigorous anti-Ershad movement was held and after a massive
movement general Ershed was forced to quit. All the political parties including
Jama’at-e-Islami Bangladesh participated actively in the democratic movement
during 1982 to 1990.

Purpose of the study:

Bangladesh has a colorful heritage of Islam & Muslim rulers to its credit.
Bangladesh was under the Muslim rule for six centuries (1203- 1757) which was
over thrown by the British colonialists in 1757 after a bloody war against Nawab
Sirajaddawla, the independent ruler of Bengal, Bihar and Urissha. After the
establishment of British rule, Muslims came to realize their fault & deviation
and once again started struggle against the British rule to regain their lost throne
and establish an independent state. In this connection, the great leaders were Sir
Syed Ahmed khan, Syed Amir Ali, Nawab Abdul Latif- pioneers in the
education sector and Syed Ahmed Shaheed, Haji Shariat Ullah, Titumir,
Mohammed Ali Jinnah, Maulana Mohammed Ali, A.K.M. Fazlul Hoque etc- in
political arena. Muslim league under the leadership of Muhammad Ali Jinnah
became successful to establish a separate Muslim country from British India.
After the formation of Pakistan Muslim league, Muslim people ruled Pakistan.
Lack of forethought of the Muslim League leaders and palace conspiracy among
themselves, people of East Pakistan had to demand the autonomy and eventually
an independent state for them. During the movement against autocratic
government of Pakistan all major Islamic parties were in the main stream of

" Writer is a lecturer in Political Science at International Islamic University Chittagong (IIUC).
Former Registrar (in charge) & Director, Students Affairs Division, IIUC
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democratic movement. Jama'at-e-Islami Pakistan & other Islamic parties
participated actively in the movement under the banner of COP-Combined
Opposition Party & DAC-Democratic Action Committee. In the early years of
Bangladesh Islamic parties could not play any vital role as the 1st government of

political, social and economic rights especially in East Pakistan. However in
1976, Islamic parties got the opportunity to play their political role after the
enactment of PPR. (Political Parties Regulations). From that time till date
Islamic parties including Jama at-e-Islami Bangladesh played a vital role in
every democratic movement specially in the long nine year movement against
Ershad regime which is generally treated as autocratic regime. In this study I
will try to justify the following issues briefly.

a) To review the programs of Jama'at-e-Islami Bangladesh during the movement
against Ershad government.

b) To evaluate the positive & negative results of its programs.
~¢) Toanalysis its Political & organizational achievements
Legal framework:

General H.M. Ershad took over the power of Bangladesh following a bloodless
military coup on 24™ March, 1982. He was the only ruler who ruled for 9 years
at a stretch. No single government in Bangladesh could rule over 5-years tenure
before. We recognize the period form March 82 to 6 December 1990 as the
regime of Ershad. During this period all political programs held against the
government by the oppositions are called democratic movement. Political
program means all sorts of activities by the opposition parties including
procession, public meeting, hartal, strike etc. Political party is an essential
component of a modern democratic state. Political party is an association of
committed people who organize themselves for common causes and participate
in decision-making process through concerted endeavors, and try to form a
government. Islam is a complete way of life. Following the principles of Islam
problems of every sector in life can be solved. Islamic politics is an organized
effort to establish Islam in every sphere of life by establishing an Islamic
government. Islamic party means the party, which declares Islam as its ideology

:consciousness about Islam among the leaders , practice of Islamic principles in
real life, preaching Islam sincerely and create morality among the followers of
the party.

Role of Jama'at-e-Islami Bangladesh.

Jama’at-e-Islami Bangladesh contributed a lot in the movement against the
autocratic ruler, president H.M. Ershad. Jammat is the largest Islamic party in
Bangladesh and proved it self as one of the major political parties in the politics
of Bangladesh. Syed Abul A’la Mawdudi (Rh.) founder Jama'at in 1941. After
the formation of Pakistan, Jamat worked separately in both India & Pakistan.

In 1971, after the dismemberment of Pakistan, Jama'at started its works again in
independent Bangladesh. Jama™at is not merely a political or religious but also
an ideological party. Jama'at was banned by the government of Sheikh Mujibar
Rahamn the first government of independent Bangladesh. Due to Political
Parties Regulations (PPR) in 1976 Islamic parties got the opportunity to work
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freely. In April 22, 1977 Secularism, one of the fundamental principles of the
state was removed from the constitution following an ordinance of the then
president. Jama'at started its programs openly through a conference held in Dhaka

on May 25 27,1979.2

Jama at-e-

armed revolution.” In principle, Jama at has always been against military rule. It
wants to go to power through the mandate of the people. It is essential to create a
democratic environment to give the people the scope of expressing their opinions.
So Jama'at is always involved in the democratic movement with a target of
establishing an Islamic government.

The history of Jama'at is the glorjous history of sincere and bold struggle in favor
of Islam and democratic process.4 Jama'at was banned in Pakistan on 6" January,
1964 because of its participation in the anti Ayub movement. Its founder Maulana
Mawdudi (Rh.) and some other 60 central leaders were arrested.’ Jama'at played a
vital role in Anti Ayub regime during the period between 1964 to 1970 under the
banner of COP, PDM and DAC.® Being forced by the movement of the opposition ,
Pakistan government declared its first general election in 1970 during its 23- years
reign. Awami league secured majority seats in the central and provincial assembly.
Jama'at issued several statements in the dailies emphasizinjg on handing over the
power to Sk. Mujibur Rahman as the leader of majority party.

Jama’at took initiative to start a movement against undemocratic government of H.
M. Ershad through an informal discussion with the leaders of Bangladesh
Natiopalist Party (BNP) including Abdul Matin Chwodhury a senior leader of
BNP.* The movement against the government of Ershad began in the middle of

government. At the pressure of the movement, Ershad had to give permission to do

the amendment of constitution. Awami league and its allies demanded the
resumption of the 1972 constitution. During that period demand had been raised
from the Military that their participation in parliament and in administration should
be ensured by the constitution.

In consideration of Jama'at, it would create political crisis if military ruler had been
given authority to amend constitution. For the sake of the nation armed forces
should be kept aside from such kind of debate.'® Jama®at distributed thousands
of leaflet throughout the country calling to hold a general election under the
postponed constitution. Jama

intellectuals of the nation. A four daylong member (Rukon) conference was held
in Dhaka from October 14 17, 1983. A resolution had been res?llved calling
the annulment of military rule and to hold a general election at first.

In October, 1983 Ershad visited United States of America (USA). During his
visit, Ershad said that Presidential election would be held during the mid of
1984. Jama'at had shown a very strong reaction and turned the announcement as
a conspiracy against the democratic system. They called upon all political
parties to boycott the presidential election for the sake of the country.1

Jama’at-e- Islami is the first political party demanding the need of a care taker
government. The demand was placed before the nation and government in a
mammoth public meeting held on November 20, 1983 at south gate of Baitul
Mokarram.™ Jama'at declared the government of Ershad as illegal and
demanded its resignation immediately. They also placed a caretaker formula
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during the dialogue with president Ershad in April 1984. Jama'at asked other
political alliances and parties to demand the caretaker government during the
political dialogue with president. But no other political party and alliances raised
the demand. After a series of demand and political programs the government
of Ershad had to announce the general election.

Considering the political and organizational situation Jama'at participated in the
3™ parliament election held on May 7, 1986. They contested in 76 seats and
secured 10 seats and were placed in 2™ position in 15 seats.”” The election was
held in the worst undisciplined atmosphere: ballot rigging, violence, media coup
were the feature of 3" parliament election.”® Jama at became the 2™ largest
opposition party in the parliament getting 4.61% vote of the casting thereof. Mps
of Jamat tried to play a meaningful role in parliament. But, protesting the fascist
attitude of the government and seeking resignation of Ershad the MPs of Jama'at
joined the democratic movement and resigned from the membership of
parliament on December 5, 1987." It is a record in the history of parliamentary
politics in Bangladesh that all the members of a party resign from the
membership of the parliament. All the political parties, intellectuals and mass

¢ parliament had been dissolved within
two days after the resignation of MPs of Jama'at.

Jama’at took part in the movement with the 15 and 7 party alliances in parallel.
Jama'at organized a mammoth national gathering on October 14’, 1984 in Dhaka
in consistence with the program of 15 and 7 party alliances.!” Sheikh Hasina
Leader oif the Awame League and Begum kahleda Zia leader of BNP led 15 and
7 party alliances respectively.

The 4" parliamentary election was held in March , 1988. Major political parties

of the government. On June 7, 1988, the 8" amendment bill of constitution was
passed by the parliament declaring Islam as a state religion. Jama'at and other
Islamic parties including major political parties condemned the ill motive of
Ershad passing out the 8" amendment bill of constitution.

In the movement against the regime of Ershad, November 19, 1990 is a historic
day. On that day a joint declaration was made by 8, 7 and 5 party alliances
delineating the formula of caretaker government. Jama'at also declared almost
the same formula on that day in a public meeting held at the south gate of Baitul
Mokarram mosque.'® Declaring the formula of caretaker government Mr. Abbas
Ali Khan, (late) the then acting Ameer of Jama'at said that if the government
had responded to their call it would had been a historic one in the history of
democracy. After joint declaration of caretaker government formula the
movement got momentum strength. People from all walks of life participated the
democratic movement. After a constant pressure and struggle by the opposition
including Jama'at, Ershad declared to handover the power to the caretaker
government. President Ershad resigned his post handing over the power to the
caretaker government of Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed on December 6 1990."

Conclusion: '

Jama"at-e-Islami Bangladesh is one of the largest and well-disciplined political
parties. It is not only a political party but also an ideological party. It has a long
colorful history and heritage. Because of the movement against the regime of H.
M. Ershad (1983 1990) Jamaat has emerged to a major political party in the
politics of Bangladesh. After the fall of Ershad the 5" parliament election was
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held under the caretaker government of Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed. Primarily
Jama'at and its leader Prof. Golam Azam had produced the formula of caretaker
government. Eventually the caretaker government system had been introduced
in our constitution through 12" amendment with the consensus of all political
parties. For caretaker government system, the credit must go to Jamaat-e-Islami
Bangladesh. Jama'at secured 18 seats in the 5lh parliament election contesting
individually, which is record till date. In the 5™ parliament election no political
party achieved sole majority. However, BNP formed government with the
unconditional support of Jama'at MPs, which will be recorded forever in the
history of parliamentary government of Bangladesh. Jamat has been playing a
meaningful role not only in the democratic movement during Ershad regime but
also in all democratic movements. Jamaat is a strong partner of current four
party alliance government of Bangladesh representing two ministers in the
cabinet and 17 members in the parliament because of the successful role and
political prudence. Jamaat-e-Isalmi Bangladesh is the strongest party among all
Islamic parties and it is considered as the most organized and well-disciplined
organization in Bangladesh.20

' The Bangladesh political Science Association Journal, Page 76, 1993,
? Dr. Hasan Mohammad, Jama'at E-Islami Bangladesh leadership, organization and
Ideology, page- 9.
3 Monograph, The role of Jamaat in democratic movement (in Benguli) page -3.
* Golam Azam ibid, page 18
* Matiur Rahman Nizami, The political role of Jama'at E-Islami & the current
situation of Bangladesh, Page- 7.
i COP- Combined Opposition parties, PDM- Pakistan Democratic Movement.
DAC- Democratic Action Committee.
7 Golam Azam, ibid, Page 18.
’ Interview, Matiur Rhamn Nizami- Ameer Jama'at E-Islami Bangladesh.
’ Democratic movement & Jama'at publication Department, page- 9
10 Leaﬂet Political Dialogue & Military Government March 26, 1983.
E-
of Jama'at, page- 6-7.
"2 The Ittefaq, Dhaka, October 28, 1983.
** Ibid- Dhaka- 29" October 1983.
' Prof. Mujibur Rahman, Jama'at E-Islam in Parliament, page 13.
"* Weekly Bichitra May 16, 1986 page-20.
' The Ittefaq, December 5, 1987.
"7 The Bangladesh observer 16 October 1984
'* The daily Sangram, 20 November, 1950.
" The Inquilab 7 December 1990.
% Dr. Hasan Mohammad, ibid Page 21
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Institutionalization of Non-Formal Education (Study Circle)

Towards Islamization Process
Kazi Shahadat Kabir *

Non-Formal education among the children and adults in Bangladesh is not something
new. It has been practiced for centuries as a basis of religious orientation and
understanding. It was purely a one-way process that involved religious teachers and
students, without much discussion or verbal participation by the students. After that
during the colonial era the Muslims in general resisted the adoption of western education
introduced by the British by adhering to the traditional Islamic Education system. This
gave rise to the dual education system everywhere in the Muslim world: the traditional
Islamic education system and the modern secular education system. The traditional
Islamic education system came under formal institution named Madrassa, the Non-
formal system confined into the 'moktab’ that only taught the recitation of Holy Quran
and some basic fundamentals of Islam. However, this dual education system creates a
cultural duality appeared in the Muslim society and the modern secular education
system.

Many definitions have been given to study circles based on different cultural context.
The form of study circles found in Sweden is not similar in some aspects to the form of
America. The study circles organized by the YMCA-YWCAs which are supported by
churches are not similar to those organized by many Islamic Organizations.

According to Brevskolan the study circle is "the most efficient form of adult education,”
and goes on as follows: "The philosophy of Study Circle implies that knowledge cannot
become living and important until it corresponds to a personal need. No two study
circles are alike, nor should they be.'

Study Circle Resource Center (SCRC), an American based institution, in its Recourse
Brief (What is a Study Circle?) gives a concept regarding the members involved and
the issues discussed in the Study Circle:

* Senior Assistant Director & In Charge, Student Affairs Division (STAD), IIUC, Dhaka
Campus & Adjunct Faculty.
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Unit, (5) Women Affairs Unit, (6) Leadership Training Department. This writing focus
on the objectives and activities of the Usrah program of the Leadership Training
Department (LTD), STADD, IIUM as well as those of the Islamic Study Class of the
International Islamic University Chittagong (IIUC), that follows the [IUM model based
on the conceptual and practical experience.

The HALAQAH (later on known as USRAH) program, as mentioned earlier, was
inaugurated in 1983, The syllabus of Usrah (Halagah) covers the selected verses of the
Holy Quran, Hadith, Islamic Literature, contemporary issues & literatures, concept of
brotherhood, qualities of leadership in Islam etc. Students from about 90 countries
students are studying in IIUM. This diversity of student body in IIUM as are consequence
outcome of their divergent personality, environment, philosophy of life and educational
background have led to diversity of opinion, and the Usrah program puts exclusive
emphasis on uniting the diversity of opinion. It must also stimulate creativeness of
mind to bring the vision of future Islam into a living reality. It is the expressed objectives
of IITUM to create professionals who while being educated in their traditional values,
would be able to function and change contemporary society according to the vision of
Islam.?

As for Usrah and Dynamic the ITUM Senate had agreed to regard them as compulsory
co-curriculum activities, the performance of which appears in the transcript to ensure
good responses from students. The Usrah (Personality development Course) became
popular and created enthusiasm among the people of Malaysia as well as all over the
world. Therefore, some other Universities in Malaysia have shown their interest to
introduce the program. In order to conduct the program smoothly students are divided
into groups of about 15-20 students (members). It is a compulsory but non-credit
program. A Naqib (Group Leader) is appointed from the members to conduct the
program. Because of the non-availability of adequate classrom accommodation facility,
Usrah is being conducted in the mosque, prayer rooms in the hostels, besides the
classrooms. Each group is required to sit and discuss two hours per week. Every Tuesday
and Thursday from 2 to 4 P.M. all classes would remain suspended due to the Usrah
Program. It should be mentioned that a Survey on Usrah program for 1994/95 sessions
was conducted by the Student Affairs division (STAD). There were 286 participants
(ITUM students), who responded the survey and among them 75% responded that they
want Usrah program to be continued as it is and they also agreed that Usrah does
contribute to improve their spiritual development, intellectual capacity, self confidence
and interpersonal relationship.*

International Islamic University Chittagong (ITUC), with the view to achieving its goals
and objectives followo the similar type of curriculum as implemented by ITUM, has set
up Academic Affairs Division (ACAD) and Student Affairs division (STAD). It is
pertinent to mention that ITUC always encourage students to excel not only in their
academic level but also to develop their Islamic characters and personalities to make
them ideal and responsible citizens.? In order to achieve the goal of I[IUC, for faculty of
Arts and Humanities as well as Modern and Administarative Science, besides the major
courses, students are required to take courses (total 14-16 hours) known as University
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Requirement Courses (URC). The URC includes Languages (Arabic & English), Islamic
Studies, History and Political Science. But the above courses are not playing the
optimum role to fulfill the University goals and objectives known as Islamization of
Knowledge.

International Islamic University Chittagong (IIUC) renamed Usrah as Islamic Study
Class which is implemented consecutively for four years, covering total period of 8
semesters. It is a compulsory and non-credit program as in IIUM. Here, the programs
are conducted by the supervisors (Lecturers & in some cases Administrative Officers)
with the help of Nagaba (plural of Naqib), whereas in [IUM it is conducted by Nagaba
(students) themselves. The syllabus of the study Class covers the selected verses of the
Holyand thus interpretation Quran, Hadith, Islamic Literature, and literatures on
leadership, history, Mission Awareness, global Issues etc.

However, I have mentioned earlier that the 'Usrah’ or 'Study Class' is the part of
Islamization process of both Universities. In IIUC the homogeneity of students may be
one of the positive sides, since in IIUM a large number of International students do not
feel the importance of this program. But in ITUC a significant number of the teachers
and staff fell that this program is just wastage of time and recourses. This is applicable
to IIUM as well. In my understanding this perception is not correct.

In conclusion, I humbly want to say that the integration process of conventional and
Islamic knowledge the main objective of the IIUM & ITUC requires the availability of
qualified teachers and proper curriculum. But these two ingredients are not sufficiently
available in IIUC. Therefore, it is an immediate need for IIUC to organize training
courses, workshops, Seminars, Symposium for academic and administrative staff in
order to make them understand the Mission and Vision of IIUC, which is being seriously
considered in IIUM as part of 'Staff development Program'.

NOTES:

1. Dr. Sidek Baba, "The Study Circle (Usrah) as a Personality Development Course and
Its Implications: A Case Study of Malaysia," Excellence: Student Development Journal,
Vol. 1, 1415/1995, Student Affairs Division, International Islamic University Malaysia. p.5

2. Study Circle International (SCI), (1990, January). What is Study Circle? Resource Brief
(Available form Study Circle International, Route 169, P.O.Box 203, Palnfret, CT 06258)
3. Mohammad Aslan Mohammad Hanif & Ruzia Mohammad Azim, "Conceptual and
Practical dimensions of Islamization Knowledge: A Case Study of the Economics
Program,” at the IIUM in The American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences, Vol. 2, Summer

1997, The International Institute of Islamic Thought, printed by Institute of Policy Research,
Malaysia.

4. Usrah Personality Development Course, Manual (second year), leadership Training
Department, Student Affairs Division, International Islamic University Malaysia.

5. Students Guide, Student Affairs Division, International Islamic University Chittagong. p.9
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In a Study Circle, 5-20 people meet several times to discuss the various choices our
society or the organization might make concerning a social or political issue. Complex
issues are broken down into manageable subdivisions, and controversial topics are
dealt with in depth. Each discussion lasts approximately two hours and is directed bya
well-prepared Study Circle Leader whose role is to aid in lively but focused discussion.™

In the 21 century Study Circle among the Muslim adults becomes popular in Arabia,
Indian Subcontinent and some other places in Asia and Africa. Some youths and adults
formed groups that were involved in religious activities. One of their priorities was to
educate the members in a more comprehensive understanding of religion as a way of
life. Through the study circle along with other activities, the new trend attracted many
members of younger generation, as well as adult, who were mostly product of the
secular (general) educational system. Since, the general educated people did not have
ample opportunity to learn Islam, the study circle gave them more opportunity to ask
questions, discuss, and share opinion and their curicity about religion has been satisfied.
These young stars are mostly associated with any of Arabia and Indian sub-continent
led by Hassan Al Banna, Syed Qutb and Syed Abul Ala Mawdhudi. However this
paper focuses on how the Study circle has institutionalized by International Islamic
University Malaysia (ITlUM) and followed by International Islamic University
Chittagong (IIUC) as a process of Islamization, which is the prime objectives of the
both. What are the difficulties faces to implement the above in the both Universities?

The Non-formal Education particularly Study Circle in the university level perhaps
the first time institutionalized by International Islamic University Malaysia. In order to
achieve the goal of IIUM, the University since its emergence has been trying (o integrate
Islamic and Conventional knowledge. It is planned at two levels. The first is at the
faculty level where the academic staffs are expected to present the Islamic perspective
of the various disciplines, requiring the process of de-westernization and the infusion
of Islamic values. The second body provides both formal University level courses
(courses offered through lectures) as well as 'non-formal activities' for students from
all faculties. The ITUM has designed and institutionalized 'Halagah' (now known as
Usrah) and the Ibadah Camp/Islamic leadership Training Course (ILTC) (now known
as Dynamic) as two non-formal educational programs since 1983. Both have become
part and parcel of the whole curriculum of the IIUM. Although, initially the 'non-
formal program' was organized by the Center for Fundamental Knowledge (CFK), due
to increasing number of students (153-1983 to 6100-1993), in addition to their own
academic load and creation of the Kulliyyah of Islamic Revealed knowledge, the
responsibility of handling this program was transferred to Student Affairs Division
(STAD).

Apart from Academic activities the Student Affairs Division (STAD) of IIUM [later
known as Student affairs & development division (STADD) is largely responsible and
inrolved in planning, implementing and monitoring the Student Co-curriculum activities,
The STAD is further divided into various units each having specific area of responsibility.
The units/departments of the STAD are as follows: (1) Student Activities Department,
(2) Residential College Unit. (3) International Affairs Unit, (4) Counseling & Guidance
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