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A What can be more painful for a father to remember the death of his child!
B Unfortunately, however, we lost one of our beloved students, Kazi Nehlin of the
é Department of English Language and Literature (DELL), on 11th August, 2016. On
3 her first Death Anniversary, we deeply remember and mourn the tragic loss, and
9 pray to Allah (SWT) to grant her Jannah.

|

g I am very much delighted to learn that DELL has taken a nice initiative to publish a
% magazine (Nehlin) by dedicating it to Nehlin on her first Death Anniversary. My
oy

3

heart-felt thank goes to all the DELL family members who have contributed to the
publication of the magazine.

Professor Dr. K.M. Golam Mohiuddin

Vice Chancellor
International Islamic University Chittagong
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B I am indeed delighted to learn that the English Language & Literary Society (ELLS)
o of International Islamic University Chittagong is going to publish the 1st issue of its
% special Magazine "Nehlin". I have come to know that the Magazine is initiated by
‘~ 2 the students of ELL Department as a tribute to late Kazi Nehlin, a brilliant student

L

,ﬂ.,_m:;, of ELL Department who died in a pathetic road accident on 11 August 2016.

i I hope that publication of this Magazine will make a meaningful contribution to the

TEX) students of English Language & Literature Department, enrich them intellectually,

T¥ and also provide them with an opportunity to express their creative views and o

N thoughts. This initiative will amplify the camaraderie among the students of ELL o
Department and will also cement their fraternity.
In this connection, I express "deep shock and sorrow" at the demise of Kazi Nehlin Cm

and convey our deepest condolences and heartfelt sympathy once again to the
members of her bereaved family. NOo words are enough to express our sympathy
over this tragic and most unfortunate incident.

I welcome and appreciate the effort of the teachers and students of the
Department of ELL to bring out the Magazine.

Sy

A.N.M. Shamsul Islam
Chairman, Board of Trustees
International Islamic University Chittagong
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My heart aches to recollect the painful memories of Kazi Nehlin of Department of
English language and Literature, who died by an accident while she was returning
home on 11th August 2016. On her first Death Anniversary, I am extremely elegiac
and mourn her death. She was like my daughter. Death cannot wipe out her name

from my heart.

I appreciate the initiative taken by the department to publish a magazine 'Nehlin’
to commemorate her memories.

VN2~

Professor Dr. Md. Delwer Hossain
Pro Vice Chancellor (Incharge)
International Islamic University Chittagong
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"May the wind of Heaven blow softly

and whisper in your ear

How much we love and miss you
and wish that you were here"

I extend my most sincere condolence and deepest sympathy to the bereaved
family of Qazi Nehlin who suffered irreparable loss on 11 August 2016 when Nehlin
was snatched.We truly feel that Nehlin has created a perpetual vacuum in the

department of ELL.Every day we miss the presence of a genuinely lovable and
promising personality.

AR

May the Almighty Allah forgive and accept her soul into the Zannatul Ferdous for
eternal rest.May Allah give her family the strength to bear the immeasurable

pain..... Aameen.

oz

Professor Mohammed Humayun Kabir

Py p e e v

Dean, Faculty of Arts and Humanities
International Islamic University Chittagong.
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'Nehlin' is the name of our pain stricken heart and also an echo of our inspiration to
face mountainous challenges life brings.

The unexpected sad demise of our beloved student Nehlin in a fatal road accident
made us shell shocked. Department of English Language and Literature literally
almost became lost in the bog of frustration. Only the angelic face of Nehlin made
us rise above the occasion. For her sake we expressed our voice of unity against
any odds through English Language and Literary Society (ELLS).

ELLS has made a small but praiseworthy initiative to honour our inspiration Nehlin B
by paying tribute to her and making her memory ever refreshing through a
magazine named 'Nehlin'.

My heartfelt thanks go to the editors and contributors to the magazine. I hope, the
magazine would be regular and continuous one to make the words of Shakespeare
ring true for 'Nehlin'-the magazine & the person:

So long as men can breathe, or eyes can see,

So long lives this (Nehlin, the magazine),and this gives life to thee ( Nehlin, the
person).

b

ftekhar Uddin
Chairman
Department of English Language & Literature
International Islamic University Chittagong
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As a student of literature I understand the depth and necessity of practising literature.
The appreciation of literature is decreasing not only in the world but also in our country as
career oriented education is preferred to the study of literature. But, that does not prove
that literature loving people became less in number, rather, I think they are getting
increased with the growth of population. In the meantime, the sole club of Department of
English Language and Literature of IIUC , ELLS (English Language and Literary Society -
ELLS) , has taken the initiative to publish a magazine to promote the practice of literature
which is undoubtedly praiseworthy.

The literature magazine is named as "Nehlin". Nehlin was an ever-lively and known face of
DELL. Her premature death can never be compensated with anything else. I am glad to
know that the students of DELL decided to remember the memory of Nehlin through this
magazine. Nehlin is not just a name, it is our emotion. The students are expected to be
more attentive in practising literature by utilizing this emotion.

I wish all the great success for the first issue of Nehlin and the issues to come in future. I
convey my earnest gratitude to the people who have worked hard to publish this
magazine.

\
Md. Shahariar Nafis

Vice President (Former)
English Language and Literary Society-ELLS
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"Literature is the art of discovering something extraordinary about ordinary people, and
saying with ordinary words something extraordinary."

-Boris Pasternak
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About "Nehlin"

Born on June 23, 1994, Kazi Nehlin, was from Dhalghat union of Patiya upazila in
Chittagong. She came from a meritorious family. In the family of four members, each is
renowned in his/her respective field. Her father Kazi Ali Akbar is a doctor and a former
principal of Institute of Health Technology, Fauzdarhat. Her mohter, Farida Yasmin is a
teacher of Patiya Khalilur Rahman Degree College. Her elder brother Kazi Riasat Alve is an
international award-winning photographer who conpleted his study from IUB, Dhaka.

Nehlin started her school life in Patiya Shishu Niketon in which her mother was the
principal at that time. Her next school was Aunkur Society Girls' High School. Then, she
got admitted in Dr. Khastagir Government Girl's High School and completed her school life
from there scoring GPA-5 in SSC. She passed HSC from Kapasgola City Corporation Mohila
College. Later, she got chance in Chittagong University but she chose International Islamic
University Chittagong (IIUC) for completing her undergraduate degree in English
Language and Literature (ELL). As a student of 26th batch of ELL, she had successfully
completed six semesters. She had been a vigorous student as well as a dreamer. She lost
her life in a tragic road accident near Sitakunda on August 11, 2016.

The most striking feature of Nehlin was her innocence. She was lively, good-natured and
friendly. Cooking was her passion. She loved her family, teachers and friends
wholeheartedly and was loved as well.

- Tasnia Nowshin
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AMOUR
Arafat Rahman

I wonder, why does the moonbeam touch the earth
cleaving the sky apart?

Why does the frantic wind of south
stop by your hair?

And why do I even get sunken in the fathomless ocean
of your deep blue bewitching eyes?

Would you tell me why?

As you tread, your anklet rhythms,
produces a note of elegiac one;

A sudden pallid expression covers your face
as you laugh,

Probably because, in your silence,
there hides the mystery of thousand nights.

NS RN i _

/)
'7.'

Your sigh is a music,
a music of esoteric pain.
And tell me, why are you so sad
What is the cause of your pique?
Now, listen to what I and my heart say,
Why regret when with you 4 =
I am the only one? ?f’;//:

When the drunken south wind will stop by your hair,
My finger will touch you with a little smile and care.
The rhythm of your anklets will play music again,
And all the speeches of silence will go in vain!

With my head in your chest, I will hear the words of thousand nights;
And you will forget all,

all the unexpressed pains and sorrows, as I will be hearing,

holding you in my arms tight.

Priyota, my love,

As many times as I wish
I will take shower in your golden light,

Just because-

You are my pleasure,

You are my right;

You are the only one that ever, and ever
dwell in my mind.

Note: Amour is a French word stands for indicating a great love affair, generally a
secret or illicit affair. Like most French words it also has Latin roots.
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Bird Keeping: An Introduction to a Fascinating Hobby

Sarwar Hossain

Keeping pet birds is one of the most popular and enjoyable hobbies today. There is
a conception among the people of Bangladesh that keeping birds in the cage is
illegal as well as sin. It is not entirely true. Actually there are two types of birds in
the market: wild birds and cage birds. Wild birds are those which are captured
illegally from the woods and can't survive in the cage long time and don't even
breed in the cage. Keeping wild birds such as Moyna, Tiya, Munia etc in the cage is
a crime. But cage birds are cross-bred or hybrid birds which ancestors' were
captivated hundreds years of ago and since then they are being kept in the cage.
Because of their genetical changes and continuous breeding for decades by the
breeders, they are completely different from wild birds and their bodies have lost
the instinctive power to cope with the hostility of nature. If they have been
released, they will die either for want of food or by the predators.

For example we can say about the chicken of farms. Most of the cage birds popular
in Bangladesh were originated from Australia and Africa. These birds were
imported by individuals in different times. Because of planned breeding and
suitable weather these cage birds spread around the country gradually. Here a
brief description is given about some popular cage birds in Bangladesh the price
range of which is near at hand for students including some bird keeping tips.

Budgerigar

Budgerigar doesn't build any nest in the box. They usually lay eggs in the pot/box
floor. In the wild, Budgies are originally green with yellow color including black
stripes and markings.

Budgerigars like to eat fresh green vegetable. It provides them extra protein and
minerals.
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) When it comes to pet birds, Budgerigars have been popular options for years
around the world due to their small size, low cost and being easy to be cared for.
In 1850s, the wild budgie was brought into captivity and bred. Many color
variations of budgerigars are the result of mutations or genetical changes that
3 have occurred due to the continual breeding made by the breeders for decades.

G X, They become compatible for breeding at the age of minimum 8 months. For laying

eggs a pot or box with a hole has to be hung inside the cage. If they feel
comfortable in that place, the female will usually lays between 4 and 8 eggs at a
time after mating. After completing the clutch they incubate the eggs in turns for
about 18 to 20 days. Around four weeks the babies develop feathers and learn to
7 eat themselves. Budgerigar's price varies according to their mutation or species.
The price of baby Budgerigar starts from 500 taka per pair. There are also
budgerigars which may cost 50 thousand to one lakh.

Finch

Finch, a small enchanting songbird, is native to Australia. Finch is suitable for them
who don't like much chirping of the birds or have small space. There are various

e species of finch. Among them Zebra finch, Gouldian finch, Longtail finch, Bangoli or

4 Society finch are notable in Bangladesh. The cheapest and most common Zebra
finch becomes fit for breeding at the age of six months. The female usually lays 4-
6 eggs which are incubated for 14-16 days and both parents participate in raising

; Hg the young. At the age of one month they become ready to be separated. A pair of

2 finches should have a minimum 18-12 inch sized cage.

Because of its color variation the Gouldian finch is often called Rainbow finch. To
lay eggs Finches must be provided with pot/box and dry grass in the cage. They
will collect the grass to make nest inside the provided box/basket.

The male and female Zebra finch can be differentiated by their beaks' color. The
male's beak's color is red while the female's is orange.
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g Cockatiel: Cockatiel is one kind of parakeet originated from Australia. Wild
cockatiel's body color is grey. Breeders have worked to produce a variety of colour

L and patterns for decades. As a result, we have found Grey, Lutino, Pearl, Fawn,

7—5} White face, Pied etc species. Cockatiel can be recognized easily by its attractive

) crest of the head (Picture - Lutino Cockatiel). Cockatiel should be bred at the age
of twelve months. The female lays 4-6 eggs at a time in the box/pot. The

1) incubation period of cockatiel is about 21 days. At the age of 1.5 months the

X babies learn to eat themselves. A 36-24-24 inch sized cage should be provided for

> one pair cockatiel. L

Lovebird: Lovebird is a social & affectionate small multicolored parrot native to
Africa. Some people mistake budgerigar as lovebird. Lovebird is comparatively
fatter and shorter than Budgergar. Their tail is also small. There are several kinds &
of Lovebird in Bangladesh. Such as Peachfaced, Rozifaced, Maskedfaced, Opaline d
fisher, Lutino etc. Lovebird should be at least 12 months old before being used to _
breed with. The females lay 4-6 eggs in the box, which have been incubated for 21 S
days. The babies learn to eat themselves within 45- 50 days. The cheapest [0~
Peachfaced Lovebird's babies cost minimum 3000 taka per pair.
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Diamond Dove: The smallest dove of Australia especially popular for its song. The
male displays his tail feathers by dipping his head low and raising his tail,
spreading the long feathers like a fan towards a desired female. In cage, Diamond
doves build nests in open scoops or open-topped nest baskets. Two white eggs are
usually laid and incubated for 13 to 14 days. The young mature quickly and are
capable of breeding in about six months. A 16-20 inch sized cage is required for
each pair. Price range - 500-1500 taka approximately (depends on species).

Java: Java sparrow native to Indonesia has been a popular cage bird in Asia for
centuries. They become adult in about 8 months. The female lays 5-8 eggs at a
time which will take 14- 18 days to hatch and the chicks leave the nest after a
further 31 days. Minimum cage requirement is 16-20 inch. Price range - 800-3000
taka approximately (depends on species)

Types of Breeding

Colony breeding of Finch and Lovebird

There are two methods to breed/rear birds: in large aviary groups (Colony
breeding) or by individual pairs in separate breeding cages (Cage Breeding). In the
former one, one can foster many birds in a big sized cage or a room and in the
latter a pair of birds may be kept in a separate cage. But the disadvantages of the
Colony breeding is often the females are seen fighting over the nest boxes and
sometimes break the eggs. Apart from this, late breeding is also noticed in that
case. So for breeding, cage breeding is better than colony breeding.

Food

Birds must always have access to fresh drinking water and seeds. There can be
seen a similarity in the food habit among the cage birds. China, Caun, Tishi, Guijitil,
Milet, Canary seed, Sunflower seed, Paddy. Mustard seed, Wet chickpeas etc
granules are the main food of the cage birds. But these seeds singly can't provide
adequate nutrition. So a seed mix with various seeds is highly recommended for
cage birds along with green vegetables such as carrot, green chilles, bean and
green spinachs, lettuce, coriander etc.

Extra Care

1) Cages should be located in quiet areas with low noise to minimize stress or
sudden fright on the birds. The cage should be placed above the ground and
covered with Tarpaulin or cloth at night.

7

T
e 7

. AR
)

Sl
(2 &

PN

A

; ”~ Sl S
/)(: - L C/R'Z)

S
ar

~

R

TS
«

~
- |

i

“a%



T MMy T e Ay T e Ny T e Ny T N MWW

R T S7 2

3 THRE B

el %%k

7

4 E

2) When choosing a bird, look for signs of illness: Swollen-eyes, Puffed-
out feathers, Limited movement or lying on the cage floor, Missing
feathers etc.

3) If you are adding new birds to your already established aviary then it
is advisable to keep these new birds in a separate location for few days
as these new birds may be affected by some virus or disease that could
develop and spread to the existing flock.

4) It is better to breed the cage birds twice or thrice a year. Excessive
breeding is harmful for their health. So, remove the babies when they
develop feathers and eat and give the parents rest for at least two
months.

5) In general, birds are opportunistic breeders, which mean that they
breed when they have reliable access to grass seeds and other foods.
Therefore they often breed in the wild following long periods of rain when
food sources are ample. But the cage birds don't have the knowledge of
breeding season. So they try to breed after the babies leave the nest.
Therefore remove the breeding box when the babies learn to eat
themselves.

6) Natural wood perches with bark are recommended for bird cage. The
bottom of the cage tray should be covered with newspaper or plain paper.

7) If the birds do not eat the fresh food after a few hours, remove it from
the cage and discard it.

8) Give them a bowl of water according to their size to bath after 2-3 day
break. They will bath themselves which helps to clear their feathers as
well as eliminate the germs

Where to buy Birds and Birds' accessories:

There are some bird shops in Nupur Market (New Market), Old Railway
Station Road and Dewanhaat where all kinds of birds and birds'
accessories are found. But it is better to buy birds from Bird Breeders. In
bird shops, because of keeping birds without proper care and food, some
of them fall ill and spread deceases among other birds. In this case,
facebook based bird groups are reliable sources for collecting birds where
bird breeders sell their home breed birds. Apart from bird buy and sale,
the experienced Bird Breeders give solution to birds' illness and help in
other issues in those groups. One of the popular facebook based Bird
groups is Chittagong Bird Breeders Association.
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A Reply to an Unanswered Question
S Muhammad Tanvir Faisal

People often ask me - Hey! What's the use of reading literature? You should have

LR studied something technical like BSC Engineering or MBBS. Most of the times I
_s:;ﬂ‘; remain silent and give my signature curved smile knowing their belief in my
Cam 7 technical skills and let it go. But I do have an answer, just don't try to make
K > anyone understand anything which he doesn't understand. An intellectual man
f‘ﬁ'f% would never ask such question, he would know the worth of Philosophy and

m Literature, and the need of developing our thoughts, exchanging our views,
O criticizing things, being self reliant, being non-conformist, being inconsistent, being

./mu able to nourish the beauty of mother earth and being a lover to the beloved creator
WA as well as His creatures.

AR

}5@ The purpose of studying ELL or any LITERATURE is not only to make us eligible
Cam graduates for jobs but also to enlighten our minds to be intellectually eligible. A
&Y DELL student can not be a doctor, an engineer or a scientist but he/she can be a
P ORN human having those rare humane qualities. The study of ELL helps us understand
?;:/;? human psychology and philosophy, this understanding makes one a more cultured
’{m‘é and mannered person who knows what to tell in which situation and how to deal

with people from every class and cast.

And you're now watching the output of British Colonial Forces which they inputted
long ago to enslave our mind. And guess what? We're really slaves belonging to
them. Our thoughts are controlled by them. We think as they wanted us to think.
S They taught us 'so called' humanity and now they are teaching us how to mourn
selectively, and how to be secular being anti-Islam! How can we be free from a
enemy who lives within us? Our mind, yes our thoughtless mind is the only enemy
of ours.

LTy
g

¥

'
o &7

So? Why I'm writing this in English? "I'm learning their language so that I can
scold them in their own language." And to understand the hypocrisy of the West,
we need to know English language.
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Every Teardrop is a Waterfall
Muhammed Tanvir Faisal

Every teardrop is a waterfall,
Every drop of blood is an ocean.
Every criminal act is a murder,
Every murder is death of a nation.

Humanity dies in the hands of its savior,
The burden of injustice is getting heavier.
Almighty wants us to act mercifully,

But we spare no chance of being the bully.

God has created a world open for all,

We are severing and creating border wall.
He bestowed us with all His supreme grace,
But we deprive each other of our own race.

Religion is meant to bring peace in our life,

But some people are misusing it as a sacred knife.

They are killing people and causing genocide,
Following some misguided spiritual guide.

It should be wholeheartedly realised by all-
Every teardrop is really a waterfall.

Those we Love RV
Farhin Fariha e
Those we love S
Don't go away. S
They walk beside us IRl
Every Day S
Unseen,,unheard Cam 7
But always Near £

Nehlin you are still loved
Still missed and very dear
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Women
Sumaiya Mahbub Papry

Like a candle, like a light.

Hijab makes a girl more and more bright.
Not like a temporary drop of water on a leaf!
But o women! Be confident with firm belief.

Parda makes you beautiful, makes you pretty.

Who disrespect it, not you but they should be guilty.

Remember it! Allah (SWT) sprinkles all His blessing on woman.
Without any woman, what will happen to the existence of human?

Allah (SWT) gives woman all the dignity.
That's why woman is the power of the society.
They are like dazzling stars in the sky.

They can refine society, can reach high!

Love the women, respect them!

It's your duty, o man!

Woman is working like the ink in the blank pen!

So raise your hand for mutual co-operation.

Make the world beautiful and make an ideal nation.

Before underestimating them, look at your mother!
This is not a little thing to bear a child for nine months long,
Tolerating the pain of labor!

Only they are blessed with it to show you the light of the world.
Don't say - 'What?!" 'no' ,'lol' or 'but’ !!!!

These things make discrimination,

Make you look low!!

With the help of the women you get the complete glow!

Don't think I am only singing the glorification song for the women!
Both men and women can help each other in a goal of gain!

Look at your mother!

Look at your sister.

Another name of them is 'Care and Share'!
You get peace when you reach home!

It's only your mom who waits for you long!
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Just try to make them happy

With your little little try!

Make them smile! Don't make them cry!
You will get peace, I tell you!

Without them you are not the actual 'You'!

Treat your mother

At her old age,

With lots of care.

If you earn a little! No matter!
Give her a little share.

Still she will think about you
Will not leave you alone

It's woman and it's mother
Who gives you the living tone!

It's also your duty! O women!

To make your position high,

Don't underestimate other women
Don't criticize and lie!

Believe that you are also

Allah's beautiful creation.

As I said, without your motherly power
There will not be an ideal nation.

Live your life in a proper way of Islam.
Believe that

You will be the winner in the long run!
Don't listen what people talk behind!
You can be the beauty of the world

If you have a beautiful mind!

Prostration
Imraan Sayed

Even in the fathomless deep sea

God sees thee
For life and eternity
Offer Him plea.

Leave the worldliness

And all materialistic thought
Love can fill the emptiness
If you turn to God.

O people! Let's be pious
And humble and honest
Islam is for righteous

And it shines the brightest.

Prostrate to Him

And to him only is our return
Sole aim is to please Him
Using all our virtuous pattern!
The End
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~ws A Story Behind Stories

‘f;ﬁ.ﬁ’ Imraan Syed

(w, Suppose, a city bus has 20 passengers. These 20 passengers have 20 different
;‘?;;3 stories.

=5 The boy sitting in the window seat has lost his mother last night. With a pale face
“Mm’ and blank eyes, he is reminiscing her mother. Her mother's smiles, her cries seem

NA to float in his eyes.

ol )
‘:\“,3’ The man sitting next to him is much happy. He became father for the very first
;35;',5/, time. So much with joy, he wants everyone to have sweets.

'_m1 And, sitting in women's seat, the girl covered in veils is disheartened. Someone
. teased her even today

€ Ve D

=% Meanwhile, a middle-aged man is smiling silently for some reason. Oh! I remember
% 2L 7 his marriage got set. The banters of his to be wife is making him laugh.

- An aged man sitting in front is praying for his boy. His only son forgot him. Thus,
£ this man living alone on his village is praying so that his son may remember him

someday.

0)"
& :

T 2t > - - . .

N o Many songs of joy and sadness live inside us. None really can know about them.

K The bus stops at every stoppage and loses stories of life one by one. In such a

AR way, at the very last stoppage, the bus empties its bucket of stories. Again the

e other day sun shines, the bus starts and fills its bucket and even empties it. None

<) else but only the bus itself bears witness to it gll! £
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Prayers for Nehlin
Imraan Syed

Prayers for Nehlin,

A sister not from my kins
Yet In the core of our hearts
She lives wherein.

Never knew who she was
Before she died,

For her even a stone hearted
Hopelessly cried.

Sudden death of this sacred heart,
Hardly we believed our eyes.

For days, some felt traumatized
And some denied sunrise.

An Ill omen we saw

Seemed like Raven.

O Lord! accept our humble plea
And grant her heaven.
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Blinded by Sight
Mahabub Kamal

I'm the truth,

Shading Yellow light!

That hides Absolute truth,
Shining glint and Bright!

I am the Messiah,

Lured and Falsified,

Yet pretending to have
Gained an honest Vibe!

I am the One,

Confested by Islamophobia!
Evil spirited and blind One
People Named me "MEDIA"

Salaam
Maliha Islam

Soft breeze caressing my face while music of my taste playing on the background
and my eyes entranced with the blending of colour the majestic sky is displaying.
It's a moment I would forever cherish in my heart and soul as its a feeling I yearn
to feel everyday and look forward to feel it.

A breath mixed wth freshness and relaxation nd mind filled wth imagination nd
fantasy while my journey to my house is Still being continued

A realm waiting to be welcomed by my presence, a realm of my fantasys presence
is felt and I m enthralled to it.

My eyes glazed over as it look upon the blending colours of the sky that present
me every evening ,while my mind is being welcomed in the realm where gate of
fantasy is opened for me and just waiting for my touch of brush where I would
paint my fantasy prancing around the whole realm.

My realm of fantasy is becoming blurry as my journey is coming to an end and
letting me go to my world of reality.
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Lost Happiness
Md. Ashiqur Rahman

When I arrived at the doorstep of the student I tutor, I saw a boy who was around
10 years old. He was working hard with other adults at a nearby establishment. I
knew him before and that's probably the reason why he was pretending that he
didn't work there but was rather just helping those people. He seemed
embarrassed that I had seen him working, so I pretended not to notice him and
walked away slowly. I suddenly stopped, however, I looked back to see him busy
with his work. He had thought that I had left the place and probably was relieved
that I wouldn't come back to see him working instead of studying. I knew that he
had no other option but to work at this young age. His father, who was the sole
provider of the family passed away a few days ago. Instead of going to school, he
decided to sacrifice his childhood for the sake of his family. I was heartbroken and
asked myself whether he deserved such a fate. Although his income might not be
completely sustainable, it has still a significant contribution to his poor family. Few
days later, my friend and I went out in the early morning to do some exercises.
There was this tea stall where we always go and drink tea after doing exercises.
That morning was quite unusual to us as the stall was closed and what we saw
after was really inconsolable. A boy around 9 years old was coming towards the
stall rubbing his eyes and yawning at the same time. I immediately reminisced my
childhood when I was at his age. I used to wake up in the morning and
immediately rubbed my eyes and yawned at the same time.
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It was for a very different purpose. Apparently, no one wants to wake up early in
the morning to attend the schools. But who also wants to wake up like that boy to
open a tea stall in the morning? Lucidly, no one does. Though he was good at
making tea. He seemed so happy to give us quick service. His voice was so
soothing that he didn't have any objection with his life and job. Yet a blissful smile
was missing and childhood was utterly lost. Tough responsibilities could be found in
him. I felt angry very often but there was some intense grief behind the anger.
Child labor is a very common scene in our country. There are many children who
work as domestic servants in houses, shops, transportation services and many
hazardous services. They lost their childhood at very early age unlike us. They
don't play in the field anymore, they don't go to the shopping malls with their
parents, and get their favorite toys or dresses. Still, they are living their lives to
the fullest with a very different meaning. They appease themselves with what they
have. There's one quote by William Shakespeare - "There is no darkness but
ignorance" These children are engulfed in the darkness and our ignorance is the
reason behind it. Several kids have to give up their dreams to ensure the financial
security of their family. I dream of a day when every child will smile blissfully and
will be seen in school or playing on the field, instead of working for a living.
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Prospects of the Graduates in English Language and
Literature in the Contemporary Workplaces

Md. Maksud Ali
Assistant Professor, Department of English Language & Literature, IIUC

Introduction

This paper is focused on the possible career routes Bangladeshi graduates in
English language and literature may concentrate on to understand their prospects
in the contemporary job market. In doing so, first of all, I will try to examine the
phrase- 'career prospect'- so as to draw some implications from it for the students
who are currently enrolled in an English language and literature undergraduate or
an MA programme [(i.e. English Language & Literature (ELL)/English Language
Teaching (ELT)]. In other words, I will focus on the skills that feature the prospects
of the graduates who are trained in language and culture, not in science and
technology. My discussion then goes on to analyse the current employment market
based on the positions that the Bangladeshi English language and literature
graduates have already entered into. The discussion ends with an exploration of
some useful links and some recommendations for the current students.

Career Prospect

Prospect means 'a probability or chance for future success, especially as based on
present work or aptitude' (The Free Dictionary). Hence, career prospect for the
graduates refers to possible employment opportunities that may be available to
them based on their educational and other relevant qualifications. Though there
are many definitions of prospect, the one cited above seems to fit within my
discussion. In the definition, the phrase- 'present work'- is very significant and
has implications for the currently enrolled students. It seems that the future
prospect is a dependant variable which largely draws on the utilisation of the
'present'. The implication is that graduates' future success depends on (a) their
acquisition of the linguistic skills, especially speaking and writing, (a) their
understanding of the social phenomenology- cultural knowledge, and (c) the
achievement of good scores. Currently enrolled students' sincerity to these factors
indicates the probability of their success in the prospective employment market.
Another implication is that their future career satisfaction depends on their
satisfaction with the current work- i.e. their study. It is argued here that the
graduates' future happiness depends on their current happiness- if they enjoy
their studies now, they will enjoy their future career.

Now, I will examine what career prospect means for the graduates in English
language and literature, who are not technically sound products of the
contemporary education system within the current technologically advanced
civilisation. They do not study robotics, nor do they explore the language(s) used
in the artificial intelligence industry. They, however, study human civilisation,
human society, human cultures and languages. They study people functioning in
societies and communities, conversing, quarrelling, fighting, caring and sharing,
and what not! Yes, they study life! They explore human characteristics and
qualities- both good and bad. Such studies help them to develop an
understanding of their own society: for example, how people behave and speak,
how they organise their discourse, how they convince others, and most of all, how
they function in a culture.
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A deeper understanding of the social phenomenology along with good proficiency
in English (as an international language), work as resource(s) for the graduates in
English language, literature, linguistics, or applied linguistics (e.g. ELT/TESOL). As
indicated above, these graduates are not trained in technological or vocational
skills; for those graduates skills consist of their ability to speak and write fluently
and accurately to achieve social purpose- sending an email to foreign buyers,
making a business presentation, preparing business reports, reporting news on TV,
writing newspaper reports, communicating with people on telephone, convincing a
customer while working in a front-line help-desk position, talking to people (using
English) in a call centre, etc. These are some of the skills that make the graduates
proficient, and that increase their chance (prospect) of future employment.

Contemporary employment market

Our graduates have gone into the following work domains both at national and
international levels:

® Civil Service (e.g. Administration, Police, etc.)

e Editing services

e Writing industries such as publishing, advertising and media, etc.

e Translation industry

e Teaching (Schools, Colleges, Universities)

e Multi-national companies (Uniliver, Grameen Phone, Robi, etc.)

e NGO

e Tourism industry (Tourist Guide)

e Materials production Industry (BSRM, KSRM, Pran-RFL, WALTON, RANGS, etc.)

e Garments & footwear industry (Young One, 4S Group, T.K. Group etc.)

e Banks

e Government and non-government Projects.

e Study abroad

e Work abroad (Middle East, Malaysia, Singapore, and English speaking countries).

Some useful links

e bdjobs.com : Largest job site in Bangladesh

e http://www.uniliver.com.bd

e http://career.grameenphone.com

e www.bd.airtel.com

http://www.robi.com

http://m.bayt.com>duabi (UAE's leading job site)
http://dubai.gulftalent.com
http://m.bayt.com>saudi-arabia
www.bestjobs.com.my
m.jobsdb.com>en-sg>search

These are just some prompts. Search more online. Remember, you are a global
citizen now in the global village!
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Recommendations

You may like to follow the following instructions to increase your chance (career
prospect) to go into one of the work domains I have mentioned above:

Obey and practise your religion

Once again, think of your aim in life (In this case, career goal)

Read both Bengali and English newspapers everyday

Listen to BBC when possible

Develop your grammar knowledge

Develop your writing skill (Read cliffs notes and paraphrase the sentences in
your own words).

Develop your speaking skills both in Bengali and English. Try to create an
English only zone within your academic domain.

Prepare for BCS examination that will help you in other competitive tests.

Be disciplined and honest.

Develop your personality and smartness.

Think globally! Explore alternative scopes and opportunities! I can remember
Abul Kalam Azad saying 'NO' means next opportunity! Yes, take every failure as
an instruction. Be optimistic and never get frustrated.

e Once again and finally, DO NOT FORGET that you are a global citizen!

Conclusion

In this essay, I have examined the career prospects of the graduates in English
language and literature in Bangladesh. In doing so, I have suggested that learners'
sincerity and focus on their current studies and their understanding and acquisition
of social phenomenology, together with competence in English language increase
their 'career prospect' in the contemporary job market. The essay ends with some
useful links and recommendations for the students.

Md. Maksud Ali is an Assistant Professor in the Department of English

| Language and Literature (DELL) at International Islamic University

| Chittagong (IIUC). He specialises in applied Linguistics and TESOL. He
| holds an MA in TESOL from the University of Essex, UK.

| Md. Maksud Ali has passion for research and publication. His research

\ | interests include National Curriculum, TESOL pedagogy, Language
Testing, English for Devolopment, Intercultural Dimesions of ELF within
power discourse, an Assessment and Social Policy.

In general education, he is interested in the philosophy of education and the educational
leadership for the development of academic culture within tertiary level education.

His research has been published in Bangladesh, India, Cambridge (UK), USA, Australia and
Malaysia. So far he has published nine research articles, and currently he is working on
three more articles for publication in research journals. One of his articles has been
published in English Today by Cambridge University Press. His articles have also appeared in
Asian EFL Journal and the English Teacher Journal. Currently, he is investigated exam-
related complex socio-educational causes that shape the nature of pedagogic and testing
practices within secondary education in Bangladesh. He has worked on two articles with Ann
Walker from the University of Essex, UK.
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Hypocrite
Nizam Uddin

Give me pain,

Some happy rain.

As much the heart can tolerate,
Give me that much not to forget,
The Mercy of You, O Lord.

Do not detain me with the twist of fatigue,
Do not enrobe me the necklace of plea.

Drawing stain in the forehead with
prostrating after prostrating,

Smearing the tint of paradise in body and
face,

Wearing the cap and cloak to show the
religiousness,

Do not make me such a slave, O Lord!

If they blame me "Munafiq"
Surely, then I am.

For You Dear Lord

Make me Hypocrite!!

Broken Heart
Sumaiya Binte Ali

Shedding tears, feeling sad,

Day by day getting mad.

You're enjoying, paying no heed,
Inside of my heart feeling no beat.
Crying, dying, broken heart,

You left me alone, don't know for what!
Now there is nothin left of me,

All that left is you and she.

Shedding tears, feeling sad,

Day by day getting mad.

Love of mine is beyond measure,

In you lies my greatest treasure.

Now forgetting you is a harder fight,
Haunted by memories, seeing no light.
You were the light, you were my night.

You were the one who made me bright.

Now there is no you and no me either,
Birds look pale without their feather.
We are not us anymore,

Now, you think - I always bore.

This feeling is killing me inside,
Because you were always by my side.
This is what you've done to me,

All that left is you and she.

I am shedding tears, feeling sad,

Day by day getting mad.
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95% In today's globalized world - no-one bothers to put in an effort. Man does every
m’ single last detail thing with the assistance of the proxy "technology". Be it a tech-
translator, an electronic steam bath, self-vacuum-cleaner or even a computer -
e‘j’*f}_: don't you agree that all we have to do is watch? Today, technology is declared as
S X "beyond comparison" - as unique - as incredibly fantastic! Has anyone ever turned
< ol 7 over the flipside and glanced briefly at the cons of technology to see what lies in N
\ our future? £
No longer do we live in times where the only means of communicating were ¢@
telegrams and letters. No longer do we travel by horse-backs and carriages. Cy
y Technology is a revolution, it is the future. We are adorned with the latest cell K
phones and laptops, each updated and modified with better features every more o\
often or so. We are the allegiants of this revolution, a means without which we %
cannot survive. It has made our life easier, more luxurious, and given us facilities e
within the grasp of our fingers. But then again, when you deviate from the simple, ‘,/'
you also create its delirious other half, an incoherent problem that we face today, 9
that I would like to throw in the limelight, and bring more prominence to. ;_\‘
Modern society has a staggering number of technological gizmos and mechanical ‘3—'/
gadgets at its disposal, from airplanes to iPhones. However, while these ‘f
advancements have brought new aspects of health, freedom and enjoyment, there S
are also disadvantages to a society so completely reliant upon them. Pollution £
leading to Global Warming, social isolation leading towards obesity and bullying, @
vocations which limit job opportunities and emotional problems are few of the %1
drawbacks of this technology. It also reduces our competency and technical skills. D,
There is a complete lack of privacy where we are constantly being monitored and o
can be accessed from anywhere throughout the internet. Cybercrimes are at a rise =
and we move further away from the reality of our lives, engrossed in the fantasy of Iy
our devices and failing to live and experience the beauty and reality of our A
surrounding. Technology is violent in a discreet, invisible way and we are drowning K
further within its abyss. £
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The children of our generation, the youth of this era, are the foundation to lead our
world ahead. Sadly, the very means by which we have tried to make our lives
easier have also contributed in deteriorating them. Technology has played a big
role in changing the way how our children learn, get entertained, how they interact
with friends, it has impacted their level of creativeness, and how they behave in
society.

It changes how they feel, and how they think. It effects their ability to empathize
and grasp on to the ethics of a proper life. The youth of today are busier with social
networking then actually gaining knowledge from education. Books are an almost
extinct species to them. This leads to being an introvert, having poor social skills
and emotional reactions and having less interests in having hobbies or even
participating in sports or extra-curricular activities, which is a huge concern.
Furthermore, scientifically, the radiations from devices are a potential health
hazard and cause damages to the brain. All in all, it is a threat not only in the
present, but to the future we are trying so hard to build and make a difference in.

I don't want to highlight the propitious side of technology. We are all familiar with
how our lives revolve around it. Technology makes our lives easier. Today's
students have tremendous opportunities to learn and to connect by using it. But
with each advantage comes a potential cost. A cost we must tackle, a peril we
must cure and raise more awareness. We cannot banish technology, but perhaps,
we can be more sensible and adapt to it and minimize its pernicious side. It is
essential. For as Albert Einstein had said, "It has become appallingly obvious that
our technology has exceeded our humanity", we must fight to save humanity
before technology consumes it all and destroys all our legacy, and imprints.

So who said we are happier than our forefathers, at least as far as utilization of the
so called facility TECHNOLOGY is concerned?
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Five Immortal Souls of Literature
Umma Salma Thura
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Many people believe that when someone dies only the body dies. It is just as if a
glass or bottle full of water broke, and the bottle became useless. The container is
gone, but what's inside - the water - remains. The part of a person that's left after

& 33
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t_,*\f the body dies is often called the"soul" or "spirit." Some people believe the soul is
ol the part of a human that loves, feels, and creates; it's the part that makes us who
A we are.

T

l}}m\’ Many people we know in this world who is still alive after the thousand years of
r'*’) their death. They left the earth but their work is still living with us gracefully and
E;\*l‘;;‘ reminding their existence with us. This list comprises people who claimed to
E";‘é achieve a deathless existence on Earth. This list does not contain those people who
N\ are supposed to have attained immortality through the typical means of a religion,

: ‘w; such as a Christian in Heaven. It also does not include people whose immortality
[ »

r;;? involves living in a place not on Earth. Bruce Lee said,

A

PH¥

" "The key to immortality is first

WL living a life worth remembering."

c 3

SEWE, To be or not to be; that is the question." "O Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou

Romeo?""All the world's a stage, / And all the men and women merely players." N
William Shakespeare, the writer of these famous quotes, is the most legendary
playwright, author, and poet. Over the last four centuries, William Shakespeare and

LS

8 ’y
his plays have developed into a huge and prosperous industry. Shakespeare's ‘”
differences from all other writers include the original power of thinking, his (K'“
extraordinary control over the largest vocabulary ever employed by an author, his Y

533

~

enduring wisdom, and his creation of more than a thousand characters, all of
whom speak with individual voices and appear to have minds of their own. To
understand who Shakespeare was, it is vital to follow the traces he left behind back
into the life he lived and into the written word. Shakespeare transformed his life

V- Jad

- ]

into his writing and created beautifully, powerful plays and sonnets that will be £
forever be analyzed and critiqued for centuries to come. o

-
Jane Austen is perhaps the best known and best loved of Bath's many famous £y

e

residents and visitors.' One wonders at the restraint in that, considering that Jane

L
Austen is indisputably one of the greatest English writers - some say the greatest ‘K,u
after Shakespeare - and certainly the greatest English novelist and one of the most 0
famous English women who everyone has to ask why it is that her novels have 2
lasted and are still widely read. One thing is certain: when one settles down withal fn‘
Jane Austen novel one can be sure that there are going to be hours of pleasure and &
lot of chuckling. “3
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Although not highly regarded either as a painter or poet by his contemporaries
William Blake has the distinction of finding his place in the top ten of both English
writers and English painters. The reason he was disregarded is because he was
very much ahead of his time in his views and his poetic style, and also because he
was regarded as being somewhat mad, due to behavior that would be thought of
as only slightly eccentric today- for example his naturistic habit of walking about
his garden naked and sunbathing there.

Geoffrey Chaucer stands as the great giant of English poetry. His verse is still read
and enjoyed today and often adapted for theatre performances. It is full of
characters, still recognizable as types we encounter in daily life in spite of having
been inspired by people Chaucer observed more than seven hundred years ago.

Chaucer's influence on English literature is one thing; he also had an enormous
influence on the development of the English language. This is clear when one looks
at other English texts of his time, which are almost unrecognizable as English while
his are fairly easily comprehensible to the modern reader. In using language the
way he did he pointed the way forward.

Charles Dickens was an extraordinary man. He is best known as a novelist but he
was very much more than that. He was as prominent in his other pursuits but they
were not areas of life where we can still see him today. We see him as the author
of such classics as Oliver Twist, David Copperfield, Great Expectations, A Tale of
Two Cities, Bleak House and many others.

The definition of immortality is the quality of someone or something that will never
die or be forgotten. So William Shakespeare, Jane Austen, William Blake, Geoffrey
Chaucer and Charles Dickens are those who will not die or be forgotten. By their
works, they will always be ageless and immortal.
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An Illegal Immigrant

A man came to being,

He foolishly thought, 'he was free',
Hastily believed the world is connected,
Believing in global village.

When he landed in an unknown land,
He was captured, detained & tortured,
He realized what a birder is,

Realized what tears us apart,

What disunites us: The Borders.

My Silence

My silence is not a stop,

But a pause before desperate love,
Like nature's stillness

Before a heavy storm,

Like the stillness of the cosmos
Before the explosion-Big Bang.

Abu Sufian - a former student of Department of English, IIUC -

Eternal Time

I wish to live in a time-without ending,
Eternal, infinite and endless

Like a river that does not end

Like a wave that never fades away.

My mortal life is finite,
I wish I became immortal
I wish I could live with the infinite cosmos.

The Artists

The artists never perish,
They evolve in the cosmos,
Leaving footprints on the Earth.

The footprints live on for immortality,
Until the next star is born,

Until the next earth is formed,

Until God allows universe to exist.

Cancer Can't

Cancer can take away fleshes

And bones and mortal life.

It can never win over the hearts, A
nd love that resides in it.

Hearts beat on and on,

Spreading love for centuries.

Love can survive death,

While cancer can't.

Note: This poem is dedicated to poet Tammy
Schroeder-Garza (a cancer survivor) and her
friend Gary (who died of cancer in 2013). It was
published in Scarlet Leaf Review (July, 2016).

is a published poet, writer

and journalist whose writings have appeared in many national and international
publications that include newspaper, magazine, literary journals and books. Sufian currently
lives in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and he can be reached at his official Facebook poetry page,
The Silent Poet (facebook.com/Sufian.Author). He did his B.A in English Language and
Literature from International Islamic University Chittagong (IIUC), Bangladesh. During his
undergraduate years, he fell in love with the poetic world. Finishing his bachelor, he moved
to Malaysia in 2013 to pursue his MA degree in English literature. He has been exposed to
Sufi poets like Rumi, Saadi Shirazi, Hafiz, Omar Khayyam, and his poems have been
published in literary journals including Scarlet Leaf Review, Criterion, Literary Voyage, The
Literary Herald, Clairvoyance, and also in the poetry anthologies including Voice of Monarch
Butterflies and Apple Fruits of an Old Oak, published from USA in June and October 2016

respectively.
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The inauguration ceremony of ELLS was held at the City Campus and Female Academic
Complex respectively for both male and female sections. ELLS also celebrated the
Independence Day with a Cultural Program and a Movie Show and awarded two of our
female students for their outstanding achievements on this very day.
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The 400th Death Anniversary of Shakespeare was organized by ELLS. The Male Section
mesmerized the occasion by crowded rally and the Females decorated their sections with

the significant contributions of Shakespeare.
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Script Writing Festival.
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> After a successful meeting between the convening team of ELLS and Chittagong SHORT

~r¢= team, the CEO of Chittagong SHORT, Mr. M. Ismail Chowdhury, the President of ELLS, Mr.

W e Eftekhar Uddin, the Convener of ELLS, Aysha Sumayyah and the Co-convener of ELLS, Md.
-’ Shahariar Nafis agreed to organise a Script Writing Festival together.

Mr. Eftekhar Uddin, Ms. Salma Haque Mr. SarwarAIam Mr. Mahbubur Rahman and others
gave inspirational speech along with other renowned guests like Ms. Safia Ghazi Rahman,
Mr. Sadat Hossain, Mr. Shahjahan Shamim, Ms. Sadequa Begum and many others at the
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The AGS of ELLS, Md. Tanvir Faisal, is receiving an award as one of the winners of the
Script Writing Festival.
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The award giving ceremony of Independence Day Qu.rz Contest was arranged by ELLS followed by {“”
a workshop on Improvement of Debate Skills conducted by our respected Md. Mohib Ullah Sir. ‘
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Human Chain and Rally were arranged by IIUC protesting against Terrorism. DELL and ELLS .

were present there with great enthusiasm.
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The President of ELLS, Mr. Eftekhar Uddin and the Convener of ELLS, Aysha Sumayyah is
giving financial assistance to the ailing staff of IIUC on behalf of ELLS.

A regular Ta'limul Quran program was held throughout the month of Ramadan. That
programs were conducted by our honourable teachers Mr. Yasin Sharif, Ms. Salma Haque
and Ms. Tahmina Mariyam, Taher Hossain Salim, Igbal Hossain, Dr. Kaosar Ahmed,
Morshedul Alam, Nazmul Huda and ELLS experts.
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International Islamic University Chittagong

ELLS organized a three day-long Ramadan Fest at Female academic complex which includes
Ramadan Fair, Ta'lim Sessions and Movie Exhibition. There was also a Departmental Iftar
Mahfil with the enthusiastic presence of students and teachers.

Career oriented discussion sessions named Career Talk are arranged regularly by ELLS
where successful students of DELL like Mr. S.R. Arman Shakil Assistant Commissioner
(Land) and Executive Magistratie and Mr. Md. Aftub Uddin, Senior ASP (Airport Armed
Police), shared their experiences with the undergrad students.
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ELLS team visited the students of first semester and welcomed them with heartfelt love and
affection. The team also briefed them about the activities of ELLS and DELL.
DELL football team led by ELLS participated in the inter-university football competition. ‘
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