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Publisher’s Preface
In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.

When the dominating of cultural abrasion overwhelm the
general atmosphere across the globe, this book “Social
Behaviors in Islam” will be helpful to the entire Muslim
community, especially for those who are mindful to
understand and maintain the actual views of Islam.

Noor Publications, Dhaka has been working in the country for
a long period in the field of Islamic publications. I believe that
the book will be very much useful to develop awareness
among Muslims —especially young readers- regarding their
social rights and responsibilities. I also hope that it will
develop their mind about the completeness of Islam over the
ages and its practicability over the human race.

The author of this book Dr. Mohammad Shafiul Alam
Bhuiyan is well versed in this subject and he has a great skill
in presenting it in an orderly manner. He is a scholarly person;
rather he is working for a long time in this field and gathered
an extensive experience in it. Therefore, he arranged the book
with necessary chapters to cover the basic things closely
related to ethical human life from the Islamic point of view.

I would like to thank the author for his enormous effort in the
book. May Allah (SWT) bestow him and accept all of his
efforts in this field for the sake of Him. May the Almighty
also share us all (the publisher and the readers) in His infinite
reward on the Day of Judgment.

I also would like to welcome any kind of suggestions from my
beloved readers of this book for its improvement in the next
edition.

Shaira Khatun
Noor Publications, Dhaka.
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In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.

All the praises be to the Almighty Allah Who has afforded me
by His infinite mercy to write about our social responsibilities
towards each other. I bear witness that there is no Ilah but
Allah, and that the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) is His Last
Messenger to humanity and the best among them, who has left
his followers on a clear straight path. He and his companions
were the best examples for us to follow in various aspects of
our life.

For a long time, I have been teaching courses related to social
behaviors at International Islamic University Chittagong. I
have written several articles on our social activities and
responsibilities from the viewpoint of Islam in Bangla,
English, and Arabic. Since the medium of instruction in our
University (ITUC) is English, I have tried my best through all
the available materials published in English on this subject to
write a book on social behaviors for my beloved students;
though the book is not only for them but also for any reader
interested in Islam.



I have collected the maximum tradition of our holy Prophet
(SAW) from the two famous books in Islam (i.e. Sahih Al-
Bukhari and Sahih Muslim). I have mentioned all the sources
in a footnote, which I have consulted and benefited from. I do
not state that the book is the best in its field, nor is it free from
any mistake; but all the achievements, good and right are
nothing except the benevolence of the Almighty Allah, and I
am responsible for all of my mistakes. I would welcome any
suggestions from my beloved reader for the improvement of
this book.

I am grateful and indebted to all those who have helped me in
the formulation of my views and concepts of social behaviors
in Islam. My entire attempt aimed at my brothers and sisters
in Islam and at those who are not Muslims. May Allah (SWT)
bestows upon them the beauty of Islamic behaviors and help
them to act upon it.

‘My special thanks go to Noor Publications for accepting to
publish this book. Finally I beg to Lord, the Almighty Allah
(SWT) to accept my humble effort and make it a source of my
salvation in the life hereafter.

Mohammad Shafiul Alam Bhuiyan (Ph.D)
International Islamic University Chittagong
01.04.2022



DEDICATION

This Book is dedicated
To
My Beloved Parents

St Mt T o Choripars
&
Moy, Monorra Dguurn

‘éi;/@[é’),[::(‘/ﬁ’/j‘?j
d



Contents

Meaning of Social Behaviors: ...siwi sl b i 2sil 9
Importance of Social Behaviors ......................... 9
Family life inIslam.............c00080 Gradssil Jn aseai 11
Marriage is the basis of an Islamic Family ............... 12
Who will select the bride and groom ....................... 13
How to.select the bride and groomyisliacdinid. io Saias: 14
Divorce inIslamy i uiizzansi ires s bluaei Jadd 15
Polygamy in Islamiz s, coiiveanidons snsbh e sipai- s oot e 19
Rights and obligations of Husband and Wife .......... 24
Status of women in Islam and other Religions ........... 27
Rights of women in Islamic i, siih ot e wiis B 31
e Equal reward and equal accountability ............ 31
e Right to financial Independence ..................... 23
e Equal right to gather knowledge ...................... 33
o Right oF THHERANCE oo i v on s e o snnestssioss 34
e Equal right to choose a spouse ..........c..cc.oe.o. D

e Right to do work and develop talents ............... 37
o Rioht to-perform ‘Tbadah ... ... coosimeriip iioniie 38

e Equality in learning Qur’an and following the

guidance of it suniciiv s So i i st enn s, 38
Duties.of a woman insIslamciv. sicis A8 S8 801800, 40
Econonic System of ¥slam =218 £ U i8e 3L 2L X 43

To maintain the quality and quantity is a must ......... 43



Principles of Islamic Economic System -................ <

How to bring up our Children ............................. 48
Duties of Children towards their Parents ................. 54
Islamic Law.regarding Dress: .o, s s i 56
Purposes of Dress.in Islam ... ... qiddai 3 S5 0056
Press; Code.of Islam: 7, iz ias o capd agiciapings 57
Remembrance of Allah (swr) all the times .............. 60
Meaning of Phikrullahys: vz s Swonblpiiasli, cnnnseion 60
What should we say in various situations ................ 62
What do we say in the following situations? .......... 62
e "Wheti we g0 10 Ded 1o SIECD. .o cvi i s, st o rs 02
o ‘When we'get'tip from the'sléep:: .1 U300 0 62
e When we go to the washroom.........c.ccceeu.....n. 62
e, When we finish thertoileformos.bam milsinid. 63
o 'When '‘we began-our:ablution. : i.....i. csiuiniipini. 163
o When we finiSh'ablition, S0 1a0d MOV Yiaw 2 Juil x 63
o When:we entire thermosque: il sk, svii . il 63
o 'When-we get out of theé'miosque. .7 /.. 0.0 51051763

e When we ascent to the upper stair/lift or any way 63
e When we go to landing by stair/lift or any way..... 63
e “When we meel'SOmeone. .. ... i ... 03
e What do we say in reply to salam ..................... 63
e What do we say if we see something amazing .....63
e What do we say when we sneeze . ... 64
e What do we say if a sneezer said ‘Alhamdulzllah 64
e What do we say if we want to do something later 64



Social Behaviors in Islam

Meaning of Social Behavior

All kinds of actions we do in between ourselves and with the
creatures of Allah are called social behaviors. There are some
other synonyms for it. These are transactions,
communications, connections, business, contact.. etc. In
Arabic, it is called Mu’amalah (dalak), which means
behaviors, conduct (towards others), manners, the treatment
accorded to others, social intercourse, social life, association
(with one another), transaction, mutual relations, business
relations.. etc.

The word ‘Mu’amalah’ is derived from ‘amala (32), and the
word ‘amala is derived from ‘amal (335). And ‘amal means
work, act, action, activity .... etc. So, when any action or
activity is done by two persons or two groups, it’s called
mu’amalah (inter-dealings).

We can also say that Mu’amalah means inter-relationships
and inter-behaviors among the peoples. And the work done by
taking help from others increases the relationship between two
persons and it makes them closer to each other; because they
share in the sacrifice as well as in the benefit.

Importance of Social Behaviors/ Mu’amalah / Dealings

In Islam, social behavior or Mu’amalah is a very wide and
important thing. Because all the deeds we do in our lifetime
are related to others. It is related either with our Lord Allah
(swr) or with any of His creatures. The things related to Allah
(swr) are called ‘Ibadah (33£), and the things related to His
creatures are usually called Mu’amalah. Though, all ‘Ibadah

Social Behaviors in Islam % 9



are also Mu’amalah; but there are some Mu’amalah outside
‘Ibadah. Everything we do with any of Allah’s creatures is
either good or bad. The good dealings which we do with
Allah’s creatures are also ‘Ibadah; because Allah (swr) likes
them and He will reward us for them. Here we see that the
Mu’amalah is wider than Ibadah. On the other hand, all the
things related to the creator are called ‘Ibadah or ‘Haqqullah’
(4 Z’éi); and all of them related to the creatures are called
Mu’amalah or ‘Haqqul ‘Ibad’ (-J‘-:*!-[ﬂi'é;). Moreover, if there is
any lacking or shortcoming in Ibadah, it is very easy to
repentance from it; but it is not easy to repentance from a
mistake of Mu’amalah.

Islam states various terms and conditions for inter-dealings.
Various laws and acts had been formalized during the era of
Prophet Mohammad (saw) to carry out the Mu’amalah in a
meaningful and correct way. Most of the Hadith of the
Prophet (saw) indicate and describe how to be the behaviors of
a person with others. In the holy Qur’an, the Almighty Allah
tells the whole of mankind about the way, how a person
behaves with others and what his duty toward others is.

Islam is a complete code of life; Islam has said about our duty
towards others (i.e. Mu’amalah) after the main duty towards
Allah (i.e. ‘Ibadah). It also gives the second one (social
behaviors/Mu’amalah) great importance for the well-being of
humanity. Thus, by learning the Islamic ruling on social
behaviors (Mu’amalah) and practicing those in our daily life
we can easily make a good and sound society.

Social Behaviors in Islam ** 10



Family Life in Islam

Introduction:

Family is the basis of Islamic society. Its origin goes back to
the beginning of the creation of man and woman- Adam and
Hawa. Therefore, it is an institution founded by Allah’s will.
Allah (SWT) says in the Holy Qur’an:
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“O mankind! Be mindful of your duty to your Lord Who
created you from a single soul and from it created its mate and
from the two created many men and women”."
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“And Allah has made for you Azwaj (mates/wives) of your
kind, and has made for you, from your wives, sons, and
grandsons, and has bestowed on you good provision. Do they
then believe in false deities and deny the favor of Allah (by
not worshiping Him)”. 2
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1 Al-Qur’an: Surah An-Nisa, 4:1
2 Al-Qur’an: Surah An-Nahal, 16:72
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“And among His signs is this, that He created for you wives
from among yourselves, that you may find repose in them,
and He has put between you affection and mercy. Verily, in

that are indeed signs for a people who reflect”.’

Marriage is the basis of an Islamic Family

Marriage is the basis of the Islamic family. A good and sound
society can only grow if a man and a woman are bound in a
solid relationship through the sacred contract of marriage. The
Qur’an states:

o
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“And it is He Who has created man from water, and appointed
for him relatives by blood, and relatives by marriage. And

your Lord is Ever All-Powerful to do what He wills”.*

Marriage develops love, care, and cooperation between the
husband and wife. It gives peace of mind and provides a
secure atmosphere for the growth and progress of the whole
human race. Without marriage, the human race would come to
vanish. Marriage was the practice of all Prophets and
Messengers including Muhammad (SAW).

In Islam, marriage is a religious and social institution and not
simply a sexual relationship. Marriage makes a relationship
between the husband and wife, but it is not merely a conjugal
relationship between them, it is a relation between two greater
societies. It is not the relationship, for the time being, it is a
kind of relation, which will continue forever. Thus, if any of
them died, another one will get an inheritance from his/her

3 Al-Qur’an: Surah Ar-Room, 30:21
4 Al-Qur’an: Surah Al-Furgan, 25:54

Social Behaviors in Islam % 12



wealth. Then he/she can marry another one afterward. Also if
both of them died, their relatives will stay as they were before
their death. Their children will stay connected with their
paternal and maternal relatives.

Marriage is a sacred social contract between a groom and a
bride. A great deal of thought is necessary therefore before the
couple decides to marry. Because the matter is permanent; not
temporary, It is a communal matter; not individual. It has a
far-reaching effect on the life of the couple here and hereafter.

Who will select the bride and groom?

There are three opinions regarding who will select the bride
and groom: (a) Parents or guardians will select them, (b) They
will select themselves, and (c) There will be a proper
combination between themselves and their parents. Here a
question will take place that whose selection will come first.

Islam supports the third opinion and emphasizes the parents
make the primary selection, but the final say lies with the boy
and the girl. They must sit together before taking a decision.
Islam did not allow the guardians to enforce their decision on
them. Once a woman came to the Prophet (SAW) and said,
“My father has married me to my cousin to raise his social
standing and I was forced into it.” The Prophet sent for the
girl’s father and then in his presence gave the girl the option
of remaining married or nullifying the marriage. She
responded, “O Messenger of Allah, I have accepted what my
father did, but I wanted to show other women (that they could
not be forced into a marriage). il

5 Sunan Ad-Dara Qutni (3106, 3107), As-Sunan Al-Kubra (5242),
Musannaf A. Razzaque (10001), Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaibah (12004) and
Sunan Ibn Majah.
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In our society Muslim marriages are traditionally arranged by
parents, but the final say lies with the bride and groom. Islam
does not allow the free mixing of grown-up boys and girls;
nor does it allow any sex outside marriage. The Islamic way
of life does not approve of the boy-friend/ girl-friend system,
or mixed parties of the grown-ups and the like.

How to select the bride and groom?

When selecting the bride and groom we consider some
criteria. Among these criteria, piety should come before all
other considerations. Allah’s Messenger (SAW) said: Do not
marry only for the sake of beauty, maybe the beauty becomes
the cause of the moral decline. Do not marry even for the sake
of wealth; maybe the wealth becomes the reason for
disobedience. Marry rather on the ground of religious
devotion. The Messenger of Allah says in another place (to
the guardian of brides):
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4&9@1)55&5:4}’1‘5;;53:%,@5&5}&" AEAH

e

If you heard a proposal of marriage from a groom, you are
satisfied with his character, do not reject him but marry him,
otherwise, it will be a reason for moral disorder.®

2
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A man asked Hasan ®: I have a daughter; I want to marry her,
whom I select? If there is more than one proposal. He replied:

6 Narrated by Imam At-Tirmidhi and he said: the Hadith is hasan. Imam
Albani also accepted it as hasan.
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Merry her to the person who fears Allah most. Because if he
likes her, he will give her proper respect and if he dislikes her,
he will not depress/oppress her.’

Regarding the selection of bride the holy Prophet (SAW) said:

A6 Gesigls Loty Ll ledleay M S
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Usually, a bride is chosen for the following four criteria: For
her beauty, her wealth, her social status, and her piety. But
you should give priority to her piety, then you may become a
gainer.’

A Muslim man is expected to marry a Muslim woman,
although in some cases he can marry Jewish and Christian
chaste women. But a Muslim woman is not allowed to marry
a non-Muslim man.

Islamic society is based on submission and obedience to the
will of Allah. Husband and wife, bound by marriage are
Allah’s servants and representatives. Marriage must not
conflict with the purpose of life (seeking Allah’s pleasure),
but rather should lead towards its achievement.

Divorce in Islam

Marriage is a pure sacred social bond and permanent
relationship between a man and a woman. Islam does not like
to bring out the couple from this bond. It does not permit the
discontinuity of this relation for any simple cause. Divorce is
allowed in Islam but is regarded as the least desirable of all
lawful acts. Our holy Prophet (SAW) said:

7 (125 Wl oY [l 4adiNy
8 Sahihul Bukhari and Sahih Muslim.
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The most undesirable of all permissible things to Allah is
divorce.’

Allah (SWT) doesn’t like divorce; so, we also don’t like it.
That is why Islam encourages us to proper selection of bride
and groom. We desire and hope to the Almighty Allah to
grace us with the ability to the proper selection of a spouse.

Then we may never be bound to practice divorce.

Islam encourages adjustment and happiness. But when living
together is impossible, Islamic law does not stand in the way
of divorce. However, the mentionable things in this regard are
as follows:

e To avoid the situation to divorce Islam emphasizes the
matter of selecting the bride and groom.

e To decrease the number of divorces Islam emphasizes
both bride and groom to maintain their responsibilities
to others.

e To avoid the situation of it Islam advises the couple
tolerance and patience.

e  When there is no way to avoid divorce Islam suggests
the couple to maintain the chronological order of the
notice of divorce and maintain the rules of it up to go
to the final decision.

In this regard, the holy Qur’an prescribed us to follow some
procedures to preserve the relationship of the couple before
going to the final verdict of divorce.'’

9 Abu Daud.

Social Behaviors in Islam % 16



Islamic law of divorce is based on practical considerations.
The process of separation is a matter of husband and wife.
However, when conflict arises, attempts should be made for
reconciliation. The husband is allowed three chances, that is to
say, three pronouncements or acts of divorce on three
different occasions. Each divorce is pronounced when the
wife is in the period of purity (when she is not in her
menstrual time). A husband may divorce his wife once and let
the Iddat (the period of waiting after divorce) pass. During the
waiting period, they have the option of being reconciled. If
however, the waiting period passes without reconciliation,
they stand fully divorced.

If after the first divorce the husband is reconciled with his
wife but the hostility and conflict begin all over again, he may
divorce her a second time in the same manner as stated above.
In this case, also he can return to her during the Iddat (or
waiting period). If however, after the second reconciliation, he
divorces the wife the third time, he cannot take back the wife
during the Iddah. She is totally prohibited from him. The
woman thereafter can marry any person she likes according to
her choice."!

The wife also can divorce her husband if this condition is
stipulated in the marriage contract. This kind of divorce is
called ‘Delegated Divorce’ (Talaqut Tafwiz). The marriage
can also be dissolved through mutual consent. This is called
Khula’."* Narrated Ibn ‘Abbas ®: The wife of Thabit bin Qais

10 For details please see: Al-Qur’an: Surah An-Nisa, 4:34-35 and Surah
Al-Bagarah, 2:229-232

11 For more detail you may go to ‘The Lawful and the prohibited in Islam’
by Dr. Yusuf Al-Qardawi and ‘The family structure in Islam’ by Dr.
Hammudah Abdul Ali.

12 Khula’ means the parting of a wife from her husband by giving him a
certain compensation.

Social Behaviors in Islam %* 17



came to the Prophet (SAW) and said: O Allah’s Messenger! I
do not blame Thabit for defects in his character or his religion,
but I being a Muslim, dislike to behave in an unislamic
manner (if I remain with him). On that Allah’s Messenger
(SAW) said (to her): will you give back the garden which your
husband has given you (as Mahr)? She said: yes. Then the
Prophet said to Thabir: Accept your garden and divorce her

OIlCE:.13

One of the consequences of the divorce is the commencement
of a waiting period for the wife. This usually lasts three
months. If there is a pregnancy, it lasts as long as pregnancy
lasts. The waiting period is a term of probation during which
reconciliation can be attempted.

Maintenance of the wife during the waiting period is on the
husband. The wife cannot be expelled from her place of
residence and she cannot in any way harass her. In case of
divorce, the young children remain in the custody of their
divorced mother. However, the father has to provide the cost
of maintenance of young children though they remain under
the custody of their mother.

Islamic law on divorce if followed in true spirit will enhance
the dignity of man and woman, reduce conflict and ensure
justice.

Conclusion:

Divorce is regarded as the least desirable lawful act in Islam.
That is why Islam states certain obligations for holding the
marriage. So the marriage between a couple should be
propped in such a way that divorce is evitable.

13 Sahih Al-Bukhari, Vol. 7, Hadith No. 197
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Polygamy in Islam

There are two terms for marriage with more than one:
Polygamy and Polyandry. Polygamy is the marriage of a man
to more than one woman. And Polyandry is the marriage of a
woman to more than one man. The normal Muslim practice is
monogamy -one man married to one wife-; polygamy is the
exception.

Islam is a practical religion. It can answer all human
problems. Islam allows restricted polygamy- marriage to more
than one woman, to a maximum of four. It does not allow
polyandry. The Qur’an has imposed strict conditions for
marrying several wives. Allah (swr) says:
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“And if you fear that you will not deal fairly by the orphans,
marry of the women who seem good to you, two or three or
four; and if you fear that you cannot be fair to so many, then
one only or (the captives) that your right hands possess. Thus
it is more likely that you will not do injustice”. 2

™
\

This Ayah says that to marry more than one woman, a man
must be able to be fair and just to each of them. If he is not
able to do so, he should marry only one wife. In another Ayah
of the Qur’an Allah (SWT) says:

14 Al-Qur’an: Surah An-Nisa, 4:3
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“You will not be able to deal fairly between your wives,
however much you wish. Yet do not turn completely aside
(from one) so that you leave another in suspense, if you
maintain proper conduct and do your duty, Allah is ever
Forgiving and Merciful””."”

This Ayah further emphasizes fair treatment of the co-wives.
It also means that if fairness is not possible, polygamy is
unnecessarily not very much desirable. But in some special
circumstances, Islam allows polygamy. These circumstances
are:

e When a wife is barren and cannot bear children, but
the husband wants children. It is better to have a
second wife than to divorce the barren one. However,
a barren wife has the option to seek separation from
her husband if she wishes, on the grounds of the
second marriage of her husband. She can also seek
separation if her husband is barren or chronically ill.
So would it not be more considerate on her part and
better for him that he marries a second wife who can
bear him children while retaining the first wife with all
her rights guaranteed? In this situation, if the second
marriage does not happen, either husband or wife may
become alone in his/her old age after the death of
his/her partner. In addition, it is aspected that the
children of the second wife may take care of their
stepmother and treat her kindly after the death of her
husband.

15 Al-Qur’an: Surah An-Nisa, 4:129
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There may also be the case of a man whose desire for
sex is strong, while his wife has little desire for it, or
who is chronically ill, has long menstrual periods, or
the like, while her husband is unable to restrain his
sexual urge. Should it not be permitted for him to
marry a second wife instead of hunting around for
girlfriends?

Islam strictly forbids any sexual relationships outside
marriage. There is no such thing as a mistress in
Islamic society. Islam has given dignity to women by
marriage and has protected them from the exploitation
of greedy and selfish men. Having more than one wife
is better and more dignified than having several
mistresses.

A woman who is going to be a second wife could
refuse to marry the man because he already has a wife.
But if a woman happily consents to her husband
marrying again and the second wife agrees, why
should anyone else object to it?

Furthermore, a man can live with more than one wife
and have children from all of them, but for a woman to
please more than one husband seems almost
impossible. A woman can bear children from only one
husband.

The proportion of women to men increased considerably
in the countries taking part in the First and Second World
Wars. A solution to such a situation is the marriage of
more than one woman by those men who can and can be
fair to each wife. This is better than leaving a large
number of unmarried women. Polygamy may be the
solution to the problems of a society, which has more
women than men. This happens especially after the war.

Social Behaviors in Islam % 21



The Ayah in the Qur’an allowing more than one wife
was revealed after the battle of Uhud in which many
Muslim men were martyred.

e In such a situation, when women outnumber men, it is
in the interests of the society and of women
themselves that they become co-wives to men instead
of spending their entire lives without marriage,
deprived of the peace, affection, and protection of
marital life and the joy of motherhood for which they
naturally yearn with all their hearts.

e There are only three possible alternatives exist for such
surplus women who are not married as first wives:

1. To pass their whole lives in bitter deprivation,

2. To become sex objects and playthings for
lecherous men; or

3. To become co-wives to men who can support
more than one wife and who will treat them
kindly.

Unquestionably, the last alternative is the correct
solution, a healing remedy for this problem, and that is
the judgment of Islam. The Qur’an states:

“And who is better than Allah in judgment, for a
people who have certain faith”?'°

e Actually, the majority of Muslims are monogamous;
they have only one wife. The fact that a few Muslims
have more than one wife has become a matter of
propaganda against Islam. Moreover, such propaganda
can give a misleading impression of the Islamic way of

16 Al-Qur’an: Surah Al-Maidah, 5:53
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life. This is especially so when it is non-practicing
Muslims who are highlighted on the issue of being
married to more than one wife.

e As opposed to polygamy, the case of polyandry
(having more than one husband by a woman) may be
raised. The case of polyandry is impractical and it
creates problems rather than solves them. Such as
paternity, fatherhood, and inheritance how would be
decided? Somebody may tell that by the DNA test we
can easily recognize the father. Then, another problem
will arise if other husbands also want to get a child
during the period of the same pregnancy?..... etc. That
is why polyandry is forbidden in Islam.

Conclusion:

Islam is a practical way of life. It has responded to reality and
necessity. It has put a check on human tendencies and ensured

balance. Its system is full of wisdom and is perfectly
scientific, and completely logical.

Allah (swr) has prescribed what is best for us. We should not
be apologetic in our approach. Islam provides the best answer
to all problems. We cannot blame Islam if we do not know it
or fail to understand it. We need to look at Islam as a whole,
not only at a part of it. This is because Islam views our life as

a whole, as a unit.
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Rights and Obligations of Husband and Wife

Introduction: Islam is a religion of peace. It is established by
its rules all over the society love, honor, respect, and
affection. Islam puts great stress on the relationship between
the husband and wife. It has laid down the respective rights
and obligations of both of them to avoid confusion and
complication in this regard.

Basis of the relationship of husband and wife:

The basis of husband wife relationship is love and
compsssion. In this regard, the Almighty Allah states in the
holy Qur’an:
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“And among His signs is this that He has created mates from
among yourselves, that you may live in comfort with them,
and He has put love and compassion among you (Husband
and Wife). Surely in that are signs for those who think”."”

Narrated S’ad Ibn Abi Wakkas ® that the Prophet (SAW) said
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“You will be rewarded for whatever you spend for Allah's
sake even if it were a morsel which you put in your wife's
mouth”.'®

17 Al-Qur’an: Surah Ar-Room, 30:21
18 Sahihul Bukhari, 132 and Sahih Muslim, 1628.
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Rigilts and obligations of them towards each other:

The husband has been made the head of the family in the
Islamic family system. It is the duty of the wife to obey the
husband in lawful matters. However, Islam has enjoined all
Muslims to manage their family affairs by mutual
consultation. And in case of disagreement the head of the
family should be obeyed.

The role of the husband normatively revolves around the
principle that it is his solemn duty to Allah to treat his wife
with kindness, honor, and patience, to keep her honorably or
free her from marital bond honorably, and to cause her no
harm or grief. The Almighty Allah states:
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“O you who believe! You are forbidden to inherit women
against their will, and you should not treat them with
harshness, that you may take away part of the Mahr you have
given them unless they commit open illegal sexual
intercourse. And live with them honorably. If you dislike
them, it may be that you dislike a thing and Allah brings
through it a great deal of good”."” Allah (SWT) states the
wife’s position compared with her husband in a clear saying:
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“And they (women) have rights (over their husbands as
regards living expenses, etc.) similar (to those of their
husbands) over them (as regards obedience and respect, etc) to

what 1s reasonable, but men have a degree (of responsibility)
over them. And Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise”.?°

19 Al-Qur’an: Surah An-Nisa, 4:19, for more detail see also: Al-Qur’an:
Surah Al-Bagarah, 2:229-232
20 Al-Qur’an: Surah Al-Bagarah, 2:228
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The husband in Islamic law is under obligation to maintain
her wife. This maintenance includes the wife’s right to
lodging, clothing, feeding, care, and well-being. The wife has
a right to enjoy all these things according to her status and
according to the capacity of her husband.

The wife has also the right to receive Mahr from the husband
at the moment of marriage. The Mahr is a gift of the husband
to his wife. This symbolizes an assurance of economic
security from the husband toward the wife. The amount can be
big or small depending on the mutual agreement and
economic condition of the two parties. However, this is not
the price of sexual enjoyment; because sexual enjoyment is
not a one-sided affair.

The main obligation of the wife as a partner in a marital
relationship is to contribute to the success and blissfulness of
the marriage as much as possible. She should be attentive to
the comfort and well-being of her mate. The Qur’an mentions
a good wife as the ‘comfort of eyes’ of her husband. Allah

(SWT) states:
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“And those who say: Our Lord! Bestow on us from our wives
and our offspring the comfort of our eyes, and make us

leaders of the Muttagun (the pious)”.*!

Husband alone has the right of sexual intimacy with wife. So,
the wife must not allow any other person to have access to
that which is exclusively the husband’s right.

Conclusion:

Islam has given the correct principles and instructions
regarding the rights and obligations of husband and wife.
These principles if obeyed in true spirit would ensure a better
family and social life.

21 Al-Qur’an: Surah Al-Furgan, 25:74
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Status of women in Islam and Other religions

Women have a very important place in Islamic society. Unlike
several other religions, Islam holds a woman in high esteem.
Her importance as a mother and a wife has been clearly stated
by the Prophet Muhammad (SAW). He said: “Your Paradise
lies at the feet of your mother”.* Once a person asked the
Prophet (SAW): Who deserves the best care from me? The
Prophet replied your mother (He repeated it three times), then
your father,and then your nearest relatives.”

In the holy Qur’an Allah (SWT) says:
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“And We have made it a duty for man to be good to his
parents. His mother bears him with one fainting spell after
another fainting spell, while his weaning takes two years.

Thank Me as well as your parents; towards Me lies the
Goal”.**

»

If any man falsely questions a woman’s chastity, that man is
declared unfit for giving evidence. The Qur’an states:
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22 Sunan Ahmad and Nasai.
23 Sahihul Bukhari and Sahih Muslim.
24 Al-Qur’an: Surah Lugman, 31:14
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“And those who accuse chaste women, and produce not four
witnesses, flog them with eighty stripes and reject their
testimony forever. They indeed are the Fasiqun (liars,
rebellious, disobedient to Allah)”.*> This Ayah shows how a
woman’s honor is safeguarded from false accusations.

In his farewell address at Arafah in the tenth year of Hijrah,
the Prophet (SAW) said: “O people! Your wives have certain
rights over you and you have certain rights over them. Treat
them well and be kind to them, for they are your partners and
committed helpers. The Prophet (SAW) also said: “The best

among you is the one who is the best towards his wife”. %

These sayings clearly prove the important position given to
women in Islam. One of the rites of Hajj is a fast walk
between As-Safa and Al-Marwah, which is observed to
remember the event of Hajirah, mother of Prophet Ismail (A),
who ran between these two hills to find water. This is another
proof of the importance given to women by Islam.

But there are still people, especially in the west, who have
misgivings about the status of women in Islam. To these
people, the Muslim woman is seen almost as a ‘prisoner in the
four walls of the house’, a ‘non-person’, and as someone who
has no rights and is living always under the domination of a
man. These nations are totally wrong and are based on
ignorance rather than knowledge of Islam.

In order to judge these false ideas held by western
people, it would be useful to survey the attitudes
toward women in different societies in the past.

25 Al-Qur’an: Surah An-Nur, 24:4
26 Sunan Daremi and Tirmidhi.
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For example:

During the Roman civilization, a woman was regarded
as a slave.

The Greeks considered her a commodity to be bought
and sold.

Early Christianity regarded women as temptresses,
responsible for the fall of Adam.

In India, the Hindus until recently considered their
women worse than death, pests, serpents, or even hell.
A wife’s life ended with the death of her husband. In
the past, the widow had to jump into the flames of her

husband’s funeral pyre.

In the pre-Islamic state of Arabia, a woman was
regarded as a cause for grief and unhappiness, and
baby girls were sometimes buried alive after birth.

In France in 587 CE, a meeting was held to study the
status of women and to determine whether a woman
could truly be considered a human being or not.

Henry VIII in England forbade the reading of the Bible
by women, and throughout the middle ages, the
Catholic Church treated women as second-class
citizens.

In the Universities of Cambridge and Oxford, male
and female students were not given the same rights
until 1964. Before 1850, women were not counted as
citizens in England, and English women had no
personal rights until 1882.
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Conclusion:

If we keep this picture in mind and look into the position of
women in Islam, we must conclude that Islam liberated
women from the dark age of obscurity, fourteen hundred years
ago.

Islam is a religion of common sense and is in line with human
nature. It recognizes the realities of life. This does not mean it
has recognized the equality of man and woman in every
respect. Rather, it has defined their duties in keeping with
their different biological makeup. As the Qur’an states:

&
>

LS P
£33 Ablsde 55 Gedle Jle 5033500 Gade ol Bas G435
.Qai/

“And they (women) have rights (over their husbands as
regards living expenses, etc.) similar (to those of their
husbands) over them (as regards obedience and respect, etc) to
what is reasonable, but men have a degree (of responsibility)

over them. And Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise”.”’

Man and woman are not exactly equal in Islam. They have
different physical and biological features. Islam recognizes
the leadership of a man over a woman, but it does not mean
domination. Thus, Allah (SWT) has not made man and woman
identical. So it would be against nature to try to have total
equality between a man and a woman.

27 Al-Qur’an: Surah Al-Bagarah, 2:228
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Rights of Women in Islam

Introduction:

Allah (swr) has created every living being in pairs- male and
female including humankind. He states in the Holy Qur’an:
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“And of everything We have created pairs, that you may
remember (the Grace of Allah)”. 2

Allah (swr) has honored the children of Adam- both male and
female. He declared in the Holy Qur’an:
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“And indeed We have honored the children of Adam, and We
have carried them on land and sea, and have provided them
with Ar-Taiyibat (lawful good things), and have preferred
them above many of those whom We have created with a
marked preference”. =

Rights of Women in Islam:

e Equal Reward & Equal Accountability: Allah (swr)
will reward both men and women in the life after
death. He told:
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28 Al-Qur’an: Surah Az-zariyat, 51:49
29 Al-Qur’an: Surah Al-Isra, 17:70
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“So their Lord accepted of them (their supplication
and answered them), “Never will I allow to be lost the
work of any of you, be he male or female. You are
(members) one of another, so those who emigrated and
were driven out from their homes, and suffered harm
in My Cause, and who fought, and were killed (in My
Cause), verily, I will remit from them their evil deeds
and admit them into Gardens under which rivers flow
(in Paradise); a reward from Allah, and with Allah is
the best of rewards”.>°

Men and women who believe are protectors of one
another. The Qur’an states
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“The believers, men, and women are Auliya’ (helpers,
supporters, friends, protectors) of one another, they
enjoin (on the people) Al-Ma’ruf (i.e. Islamic
Monotheism and all that Islam orders one to do), and
forbid (people) from Al-Munkar (i.e. polytheism and
disbelief of all kinds, and all that Islam has forbidden);
they perform As-Salat (Igamat-as-Salat) and give the
Zakat, and obey Allah and His Messenger. Allah will
have His Mercy on them. Surely Allah is All-Mighty,
All-Wise”.”!

30 Al-Qur’an: Surah Aal-e-" Imran, 3:195
31 Al-Qur’an: Surah At-Taubah, 9:71

Social Behaviors in Islam <* 32



Eﬂa

Right to financial independence: A woman is the
owner of her earnings. In Islam, she has a distinct and
separate identity. Islam has given her the right to own
property. No one (father, husband, or brother) has a
right over them. She can dispose of her earnings and
property, as she wishes, within the bounds of Halal
(lawful) and Haram (unlawful). The Almighty Allah
says:
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“And wish not for the things in which Allah has made
some of you excel others. For men, there is a reward
for what they have earned, (and likewise) for women
there is a reward for what they have earned, and ask
Allah of His bounty. Surely, Allah is Ever All-Knower
of everything”. s

The holy Prophet’s wife, Khadija, was not only the
first convert to Islam (a woman!) but also a financially
independent businessperson.

Equal right to gather knowledge: In Islam, both men
and women are equally encouraged to seek
knowledge. The Prophet (peace be upon him) said,
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“Education is compulsory for every Muslim”. In
addition, great female Muslim Scholars existed at and
around the time of the Prophet (peace be upon him).
Some were from his family and others were his

32 Al-Qur’an: Surah An-Nisa, 4:32
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companions or their daughters. Prominent amongst
them was Aisha, the wife of the Prophet (peace be
upon him) through whom a quarter of the Islamic law
has been transmitted.

Other females were great scholars of jurisprudence and
had famous male scholars as their students. Allah (swr)
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“And they (women) have rights (over their husbands
as regards living expenses, etc.) similar (to those of
their husbands) over them (as regards obedience and
respect, etc) to what is reasonable, but men have a
degree (of responsibility) over them. And Allah is All-
Mighty, All-Wise”.*?

Right of Inheritance: Islam has given women a right
to inheritance. She has a part in the property of her
dead father, mother, husband, childless brother, and
children. Allah (swr) declared in this regard:
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“There is a share for men and a share for women from
what is left by parents and those nearest related,
whether, the property be small or large- a legal

Share” 34

33 Al-Qur’an: Surah Al-Bagarah, 2:228
34 Al-Qur’an: Surah An-Nisa, 4:7
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In another Aya Allah (swr) says:
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“They ask you for a legal verdict. Say: Allah directs
(thus) about Al-Kalalah (those who leave neither
descendants nor ascendants as heirs). If it is a man that
dies, leaving a sister, but no child, she shall have half
the inheritance. If (such a deceased was) a woman,
who left no child, her brother takes her inheritance. If
there are two sisters, they shall have two-thirds of the
inheritance; if there are brothers and sisters, the male
will have twice the share of the female. (Thus) does
Allah make clear to you (His Law) for fear that you go
astray? And Allah is the All-Knower of everything”.*

e Equal Right to Choose a Spouse: A woman has the
right to choose her husband. No one can impose a
decision on her against her will. She has a right to seek
separation (Khula®) from her husband if their marriage
becomes impossible to sustain. The Qur’an asks the
Muslims to treat women kindly-
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35 Al-Qur’an: Surah An-Nisa, 4:176
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“0 you who believe! You are forbidden to inherit
women against their will, and you should not treat
them with harshness, that you may take away part of
the Mahr you have given them unless they commit
open illegal sexual intercourse. And live with them
honorably. If you dislike them, it may be that you
dislike a thing and Allah brings through it a great deal
of good”.z’6

It makes Muslim husbands responsible for their wife’s
maintenance. The women, in return, are expected to
remain obedient and chaste. Allah, the Almighty
states:
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“Men are the protectors and maintainers of women,
because Allah has made one of them to excel the other,
and because they spend (to support them) from their
means. Therefore the righteous women are devoutly
obedient (to Allah and their husbands), and guard what
Allah orders them to guard (e.g. their chastity, their
husband’s property, etc.). As to those women on
whose part you see ill-conduct, admonish them (first),
(next), refuse to share their beds, (and last) beat them
(lightly, if it is useful), but if they return to obedience,

36 Al-Qur’an: Surah An-Nisa, 4:19
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seek not against them means (of annoyance). Surely,
Allah is Ever Most High, Most Great”.”’

Islam has honored women by giving them the right to
choose a spouse and keep their original family name
once married. Additionally, many have the impression
that parents force their daughters into marriage. This is
a cultural practice and has no basis in Islam. At the
time of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), a
woman came to him and said, “My father has married
me to my cousin to raise his social standing and I was
forced into it.” The Prophet sent for the girl’s father
and then in his presence gave the girl the option of
remaining married or nullifying the marriage. She
responded, “O Messenger of Allah, I have accepted
what my father did, but I wanted to show other women
(that they could not be forced into a marriage).””®

e Right to do work and develop talents: A woman has

a right to develop her talents and to work within the
limits of Islam. Islam when allows Muslim men to
marry Jewish or Christian chaste women it also
allowed those non-Muslim married women to retain
her religion and her husband cannot interfere in this
freedom.
A socio-biology expert, Edward O. Wilson of Harvard
University, said that females tend to be higher than
males in verbal skills, empathy and social skills,
among other things, while men tend to be higher in
independence, dominance, spatial and mathematical
skills,  rank-related  aggression, and  other
characteristics.

37 Al-Qur’an: Surah An-Nisa, 4:34
38 Sunan Ibn Majah.
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Right to perform ‘Ibadah: Islam also allowed
Muslim women to perform all kinds of ‘Ibadah like
Salah, Sawm, Zakah and Hajj as per conditions
applied to them. Even if they performed any optional
slot of Ibadah (like congregational prayer, Jumu'a and
Eid prayer, fasting outside Ramadan, optional charity,
2" Hajj, etc.) they also get the same reward and same
benefit as well as the men.

Men and women worship Allah in the same way, they
worship the same God (Allah), perform the same acts
of worship, follow the same scripture, and hold the
same beliefs. Allah (the Arabic word for the One true
God of all creation), judges all human beings fairly
and equitably. Allah (SWT) emphasizes the just
treatment and reward due to both men and women in
many verses of the Qur’an:
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“Allah has promised to the believers, men and women,
gardens under which rivers flow, to dwell therein, and
beautiful mansions in gardens of everlasting bliss
(Eden Paradise). But the greatest bliss is the Good
Pleasure of Allah. That is the supreme success”. s

Equality in learning Qur’an and following the
guidance of it: The holy Qur’an is the actual speech
of Allah (SWT) handed down through Mohammed
(SAW) between 610 and 632 CE. It’s original text is in
Arabic. The Qur’an contains 114 chapters on a variety
of different topics, all meant to instruct humanity on
how to live on this earth. Allah’s guidance through the
Qur’an always addressed to his believers, both men

39 Al-Qur’an: Surah At-Taubah, 9:72
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and women equally. Both are required to learn it,
required to follow the same laws of Allah, and will
rewarded the same.

Conclusion:

Before Islam, women were considered shameful; female
children were buried alive; prostitution was widespread;
divorce was only in the hands of the husband; an inheritance
was only for the strong, and oppression was common. Islam
came and abolished these practices. Even now, in developed
countries, women are not granted respect, dignity, and honor,
let alone equal pay for equal work. Islam, however, regards
women as precious and valuable, not to be disrespected or
disgraced. The mistreatment of women in some Middle-
Eastern countries or Muslim families is due to cultural factors
that some Muslims wrongly follow, not because of Islam.
Why would many women around the world willingly enter
Islam if it were an oppressive religion?

We like to end with the words of our Lord, the Creator and the
Sustainer of all men and women:
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“Surely the men who submit and the women who submit, and
the believing men and the believing women, and the obedient
men and the obedient women, and the truthful men and the
truthful women, and the patient men and the patient women,
and the humble men and the humble women... Allah has

prepared for them forgiveness and a great reward.”*

40 Al-Qur’an: Surah Al-Ahzab, 33:35
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Duties of a woman in Islam

Islam is a fair and balanced system of life. While it specifies
the rights of women, it also lays down duties. A Muslim
woman is expected to observe the following duties:

j

the same for them”.

Belief in Tawhid and the practice of Islam come first. A
Muslim woman must perform her Salah, observe Sawm,
pay Zakah on her own wealth (if it is applicable), and go
on Hajj (if she can afford it). She is exempted from
Salah and can defer Sawm during her period, but she
must make up the days lost afterward. Friday prayer
(Jumu’ah) is optional for women.

She is required to maintain her chastity all the time. She
must not have any extra-marital relationships. The same
is the case with men.

She is the queen of the family and in charge of domestic
life. It is her duty to bring up children according to the
needs of Islam. She has to look after the family and has
almost absolute control over domestic affairs, although
the family is run by mutual consultation and co-
operation.

She is her husband’s helpmate. A faithful wife is like a
garment, a source of peace, happiness and contentment
for her husband. The Qur’an states:
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“They are Libas [body cover, or screen, or Sakan, (i.e. you
enjoy the pleasure of living with her] for you and you are

9 41

41 Al-Qur’an: Surah Al-Bagarah, 2:187
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The Qur’an also states:

“And among His signs is this, that He created for you
wives from among yourselves, that you may find repose in
them, and He has put between you affection and mercy.
Verily, in that are indeed signs for a people who reflect”.*?

5. If she is asked to go against the commands of Allah,
she must defy even her husband, father or brother.
Because not to obey any creatures against the laws of
the Creator.

6. She should dress modestly and should put on Hijab

(covering clock) while going out, meeting adult males
beyond her close relatives. And she should not wear
men’s clothing. Allah (swr) says:
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42 Al-Qur’an: Surah Ar-Room, 30:21
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“Tell the believing men to lower their gaze (from looking
at forbidden things), and protect their private parts (from
illegal sexual acts, etc.). That is purer for them. Verily,
Allah is All-Aware of what they do. And tell the believing
women to lower their gaze, and protect their private parts
(from illegal sexual acts, etc.) and not to show off their
adornment except only that which is apparent and to draw
their veils all over Juyubihinna (i.e. their bodies, faces,
necks and bosoms, etc.) and not to reveal their adornment
except to their husbands, their fathers, their husband’s
fathers, their sons, their husband’s fathers, their sons, their
husband’s sons, their brothers or their brother’s sons, or
their sister’s sons .....”."

7. She is expected to protect her husband’s property and

belongings in his absence.

Conclusion:

Islam views husband and wife as complementary to each
other. None of them will dominate the other. Each has his or
her individual rights and duties. Together they form a peaceful
and happy family, which is the basis for a sound and
prosperous society.

43 Al-Qur’an: Surah An-Noor, 24:30-31
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Economic System of Islam

Introduction: The economic aspect is one of the most
important parts of our life, while not being the whole of it.
The Islamic system is balanced and places everything in its
right place. Islam has given detailed regulations for the
conduct of our economic life, which concerns mainly the
earning and use of wealth. Therefore, Islam suggests us to
follow the required rules of earning and expenditure, which
are mainly related to quality and quantity.

To maintain the quality and quantity is must
The Almighty Allah states us by addressing the holy Prophets:
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“O (you) Messengers! Eat of the Tayyibat [all kinds of Halal

(lawful) foods] and do righteous deeds. Verily! I am Well-

Acquainted with what you do”.**

Our holy Prophet (saw) said in a tradition:
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Narrated Migdad Ibn M’adikarab ®: I heard the Holy Prophet
(saw) say: A human being never fill up any container worse
than the stomach. For standing with his backbone erect, he

44 Al-Qur’an: Surah Al-Mu’minun, 23:51
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just needs a few mouthfuls. But if he needs more, he may take
one-third of his stomach food, one-third water, and one-third
for respirattion.45

By the above mentioned Aya Allah (swr) ordered us to
maintain the quality of things and by the Hadith, our beloved
Prophet (saw) indicates to follow the quantity. Islam ordered
us to select the halal things for our living and to take from that
halal things as much as we need.

Islam states that ‘Men need bread for a living, but they don’t
live for bread alone. Thus, earning and spending money is
essential for our living; but we do not live only for this. We
have a greater purpose in life. We not only have a body, but
we have a soul and a conscience as well. Without soul and
conscience, we would be considered little more than animals.

Everything in Islam is for the benefit and welfare of mankind.
The Economic system of Islam aims at establishing a just
society wherein everyone will behave responsibly and
honestly, not forgetting as big a share of something without
regard to honesty, truth, trust, decency, and responsibility.

Principles of Islamic Economic System:

The Islamic Economic System is based on the following five
fundamental principles. Those are:

1. Earning and Expenditure by Halal means:

Islam has prescribed laws to regulate earnings and
expenditure. Muslims are not allowed to earn and spend in
just any way they like. They must follow the following
rules of the Qur’an and Sunnah:

45 Narrated Abu ‘Isa At-Tirmidhi in his Sunan and said: this Hadith is
Hasan and Sahih.
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a. Any earnings from the production, sale and
distribution of alcoholic drinks are unlawful, as are
earnings from gambling, lotteries, and from interest
transactions also unlawful. (For details please see: Al-
Qur’an, 5:90-91, 2:275)

b. Earning by falsehood, fraud, theft, robbery, etc. are
unlawful. The deceitful acquisition of orphans’

property has been particularly banned. (For details
please see: Al-Qur’an, 2:188, 4:2, 6:152, 7:85)

c. Hoarding of food stuff and basic necessities, smuggling
and artificial creation of shortages are unlawful. (For
_details please see: Al-Qur’an, 3:180, 9:34-35)

d. Earning from brothels and from such other practices
which are harmful to society are also unlawful. (For
details please see: Al-Qur’an, 24:23)

Islam strikes at the root of evil and wants to establish a
just and fair society. A Muslim must earn his living in
Halal ways and he should always bear in mind that
whatever he does, is known to Allah (swr). He will be
accountable for his actions on the Day of Judgment. He
cannot hide anything from Almighty Allah.

Unlawful expenditure is also not allowed in Islam. It does
not at all befit a Muslim to spend money irresponsibly. His
actions should be responsible and meaningful.
Extravagance and waste are strongly discouraged in
Islamic Economic System. (For details please see: Al-
Our’an, 1.3);,17:26,19:27-31,25:68)

. Right to Property and Individual Liberty:

Islam allows a person to own his earnings. The Islamic
State does not interfere with the freedom of speech, word,
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and earnings of an individual provided this freedom is not
harmful to the greater good of society. Every individual
will be answerable to Allah for his or her actions. (For
details please see: Al-Qur’an, 4:7, 36:71, 16:111)

. Maintaining the System of Zakah:

The compulsory payment of Zakah is one of the main
principles of an Islamic economy. Every Muslim who
owns wealth more than his needs, must pay the fixed rate
of Zakah to the Islamic State. Zakah is a means of
narrowing the gap between the rich and the poor. It helps
fair distribution of wealth. It is a form of social security.
The Islamic state is responsible for providing basic
necessities of food, clothing, housing, medicine and
education to every citizen. No-one should have any fear of
insecurity or poverty. (For details please see: Al-Qur’an,
9:69, 103 and 98:5)

. Prohibition of Interest (Riba):

An Islamic economy is free of interest. Islam prohibits all
transactions involving interest. It allows zero rate of
interest. Allah (swr) has allowed trade and prohibited
interest (For details please see: Al-Qur’an, 2:275). So
there is no option to take interest in any means or in any
quantity from any person. A Muslim should give up what
remains from interest, if he is really believer. Moreover, if
he does not do it, then Allah and His Messenger has
warned him of war with them (For details please see: Al-
Qur’an, 2:278-279).

Interest is neither a trade nor a profit. It is a means of
exploitation and concentration of wealth. It is the basis of
modern capitalism. It is completely opposite to Zakah.
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Zakah channels wealth from the rich to the poor, while
interest takes away wealth from the poor and hands it over
to the rich.

Islamic Law of Inheritance (Meerath):

Islamic Economic System interferes in the proper
distribution of wealth even after the death of a person. The
Surah An-Nisa of the holy Qur’an deals with the law of
inheritance in great detail (For details please see: Al-
Qur’an, 4:7-12 and 176). Islamic law of inheritance is a
wonderful system of stopping concentration of wealth. It
provides very detailed laws regarding the rights of
dependents over the property of the deceased person.

Conclusion:

In addition to the above basic principles, Islam has laid down
many more rules about our economic life. An Islamic state
must bring all productive resources into use, including
unemployed manpower, unused land, water resources, and
minerals. Islam takes steps to root out corruption and all
harmful pursuits even if they are economically lucrative. Even
an individual’s freedom sometimes may have to be sacrificed
for the social good.
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How to bring up our Children
(Duties of Parents towards their Children)

Introduction: The duty of bringing up the children is that of
the parents, teachers, and society. They will be responsible
before Allah for educating the young generations. If they do
well in this respect, they will please Allah and will be happy
in this world and the Hereafter. But if they prove negligent,
they will be sinful and punished in the Hereafter. Allah (swr)
says:
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“O you who believe! Guard yourselves and your households

. s 5 4
against a Fire”. v

The Prophet (saw) said: “All of you are responsible and all
will be questioned about their responsibilities”. (Agreed upon)
So it is good news to all guardians (Parents and teachers etc.)
who are dutiful regarding their responsibilities. The Prophet
(saw) said: “If Allah guides anybody to Islam through your
effort, it will be better for you more than red camels (i.e.
better than any amount of wealth)”. (Bukhari and Muslim)
The Prophet (saw) also said: “When one dies his (chance of
doing) good deeds (and gaining reward) come to an end, but
three things will go on benefiting him. They are an ongoing
charity, some useful knowledge, and a pious son (who
supplicates for his parents)”. (Sahih Muslim)

46 Al-Qur’an: Surah At-Tahrim, 66:6
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How to start?

Start by being pious yourself to set an example for your
children/students as they will consider, whatever you do as
good and what you do not as bad. Therefore, the behavior and
conduct of the parents and teachers are the best lessons for the
children. So, every parent and teacher should follow the
following instructions:

1. Teach the children about Iman:

a.

»

First of all teach them utter- (& J3 462 % ¥ 4) )
“There is no Ilah except Allah and Muhammad
(sAw) is Allah’s Messenger”. Later on, help them
understand the meaning of this declaration as Allah
alone is the true Ma’bud/Worshiped) who deserves
our worship.

Implant in the mind of your children the meaning
of Tawhid and its perfect requirements that there is
no llah /Ma’bud except Allah and Muhammad
(saw) 1s His Messenger. Therefore, he/she should
not worship but Allah and not obey but His
Messenger.

Put in the hearts of your children the love of Allah
and belief in Him. Allah only can help and rescue
us in any situation. He has no partner in His
actions.

Create in your children a strong desire for Paradise
and make them love it and work for it.

Teach them to ask Allah alone for whatever they
need and to hope for His answer. The Prophet
(saw) said: “If you ever ask, ask Allah and if you
need help, seek Allah’s help”. (Al-Bukhari)
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2. Initiate to Teach them the Holy Qur’an:

The correct recitation of the Holy Qur’an is a must for
every Muslim. It will be very difficult to correct the
recitation while not learned it at an early age. So be
precautious of the matter from the very beginning. Our
beloved Prophet (saw) says: “The best person among
you is he who learned the Qur’an and taught it”. (Al-
Bukharti)

3. Teach them (Salah) Prayers:

a. Teach your children how to perform prayer so that
they may observe it when they grow. The Prophet
(saw) said: “Teach your children prayers at seven
and beat them for it (if required) at ten”. (Musnad
Ahmad)

b. Teach them to love the Qur’an and to read it.
Make them understand the meaning of the Qur’an
and its explanation to fulfill its demands in their
whole life.

4. Warn them against the Unlawful:

a. Children must be guided to be cautious against the
unlawful. They should not to say or do anything
that is unlawful, not to use word of curse, bad
manes or obscene language. It is cause of entering
Hell.

b. Children not should be accept or even try to own
any unlawful property, because illegal earning will
not be fruitful to them.

c. Children should be discouraged from reading
obscene magazines, sex stories, and seeing naked

Social Behaviors in Islam ** 50



pictures. They should be strictly warned against
smoking and any other alcoholic drinks.

d. The merits of being truthful both in word and deed
should be demonstrated by the parents for the
children. Should not tell lies, not break promises
even if jokingly.

e. One must not feed his children by illegal earns and
not to be in any way invoke (appeal to) Allah
against of the children.

f. The children must be strictly warned against the
Shirk, because it is a dangerous sin that involves
human being in Hell.

S. Instruct them to the Significance of Veiling
(Hijab):

a. Daughters need special care from the beginning in
making them used to putting on well-covering
dresses that do not disclose their beauty. If she
learns to use this type of dresses while a youngster,
later on she will feel proud to wear modest dress in
obedience to Allah. A young Muslin girl should
not mix with general men and should avoid the
chance of youth temptation. She has to cover her
whole body by suitable enough loose dresses. The
Qur’an says: “O prophet! Tell your wives and your
daughters and women of the believers to draw their

cloaks (veils) all over their bodies”.*’

b. Encourage your children to wear their respective
sex dresses so that they may be distinguished from
the children of alien cultures. The prophet (saw)
said: “Cursed are those men who imitate women
and those women who imitate men.. (Al-Bukhari)

47 Al-Qur’an: Surah Al-Ahzab, 33:59
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6. Train them on the Morals and Manners:

a. Greet the children with Islamic greeting

“Assalamu “Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa
Barakatuhu”.

Children should be taught to use their right hands
for all actions except toilet only.

Children should not be given chance to mingle
(combine) with vicious companions, not be
allowed to stand in the street, not be allowed to
throw rubbish in the street.

Advice the children to respect the elder man, the
neighbors and to love the younger. They also be
advised to receive the guests hospitably (friendly)
and honorably.

7. Do Du’a for the children:

In addition to the above mentioned guidelines we should say
to the Almighty Allah as we taught in the holy Qur’an:
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“And those who say: Our Lord! Bestow on us from our wives
and our offspring the comfort of our eyes, and make us

leaders of the Muttaqun (the pious)”. b
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48 Al-Qur’an: Surah Al-Furqan, 25:74
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“My Lord! Make me keep up prayer and from my offspring
(to0). O our Lord! And accept my prayer”.49

That was the invocation of the slaves of the Most Gracious,
Allah (swr).

8. Make them practice du’a and azkar in various
situations:

Let your children know what should they utter from du’a and
azkar (which are taught by our beloved Prophet sAw) in
various situations like in the morning, in the evening, before
go to toilet, before go to bed, while eating, drinking etc. They
should also know how to pray for their parents as Allah (swr)
says:
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“And say: My Lord! Have mercy on them, just as they cared
for me as a little child”.*® We can also teach them ask for
forgiveness in Laylat-al-Qadr saying:
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“O Allah! Verily You are most forgiving, You love to forgive,

therefore forgive me”.”!

Conclusion:

These are some procedure regarding how to bring up our next
generation. When we follow the upper mentioned guidelines,
we will get an extraordinary generation, we need, in sha
Allah.

49 Al-Qur’an: Surah Ibraheem, 14:40

50 Al-Qur’an: Surah Al-Isra, 17:24

51 Narrated by ‘Aaysha ® Ummil Mu’minin in Sunan Ibn Majah and
Sunan At-Tirmidhi. Also we can say this du’a in any time.
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Duties of Children towards their Parents

Our parents are special gift of our Lord Allah (swr) for us.
When we were child we were totally depended on our parents,
especially the mom. We had no way to servive our life
without their help. That is why our Lord Allah (swr) taught us
the special supplication for them. He said:

‘o

€

Qs 33

g 225 g, Z |2, 95, f;
50 die GG Gy Bles) odqysllys i) NIEERY
B SRR T AN SRS )wasmmg;am,\

1586 s WL 05 U552 91 G2 JUIE G G
“Your Lord has ordered that you worship none but Him and
(show) kindness to your parents, whether either of them or
both of them attain old age in your life, never say to them,
“Ough” nor be harsh to them, but speak to them kindly. And
serve them with tenderness and humility and say: My Lord,
have mercy on them, just as they cared for me as a little
child”.>

\
o\

The Prophet Muhammad (sAw) says:
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“The Paradise lies at the feet of mothers™.
Once a person asked the Prophet (saw): Who deserves the best
care from me? The Prophet replied your mother (He repeated
it three tlmes) then your father, and then your nearest
relatives.’* In the Holy Qur’an Allah (swr) says:

52 Al-Qur’an: Surah Al-Isra, 17:23-24

53 Sunan Ahmad and Nasai. (The prominent Islamic scholar Shaikh Bin
Baz says: This Hadith is not Sahih; but it’s meaning is correct for inspiring
the children to good behave with their parents).

54 Sahihul Bukhari and Sahih Muslim.
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“And We have made it a duty for man to be good to his
parents. His mother bears him with one fainting spell after
another fainting spell, while his weaning takes two years.
Thank Me as well as your parents; towards Me lies the
Goal”.”

These sayings clearly prove the important position given to
mother in Islam. One of the rites of Hajj is Sa ee (fast walk
between As-Safa and Al-Marwah), which is observed to
remember the event of Hajirah, mother of Prophet Ismail (A),
who ran between these two hills to find water. This is another
proof of the importance given to a mother by Islam.

Narrated Abu Hurairah ® that Allah’s Messenger (SAW) said:
In Paradise, the level of someone will be increasing. He will
ask the reason for it. Then he will be informed: Your child
asks forgiveness of you and urges mercy of Allah (swr) for
you; that’s why your position is increasing.5 3

‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Amr ® reported that the Prophet (saw) said:
The pleasure of Allah is in the pleasure of the parents, and the
displeasure of Allah is in the displeasure of the parents.”’

This Hadith states that Allah, the Exalted, has linked His
pleasure to the pleasure of the parents (with their child), and
His displeasure to their displeasure. Hence, whoever pleases

his parents pleases Allah, the Exalted, and whoever displeases
them displeases Allah.

55 Al-Qur’an: Surah Lugman, 31:14
56 Hadith Qudsi of Sihah Sittah.
57 This Hadith is quoted by At-Tirmidhi. He said: The Hadith is Hasan
lighairihi.
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Islamic Law Regarding Dress

Purposes of dress in Islam:

Islamic law has provided humanity with appropriate
instructions and guidelines regarding dress for men and
women. Islam wants to achieve two things through
appropriate dress.

Firstly, to cover the human body properly as it is not right to
expose the human body indecently.

Secondly, to perform the purpose of beautification and
adornment. The Qur’an states in this regard:
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“O children of Adam! We gave sent down to you clothing in
order to cover the shameful parts of your body and serve as

protection and adornment. And the best garment is the
garment of piety”.’ :

So, there should be a balance between the appropriate
covering of the body and adornment. If this balance is
destroyed, this will be a deviation and follow the way of the
devil. That is why the Qur’an stated:
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“O children of Adam! Let not shaitan deceive you in the same
way as he caused your first parents to be driven out of the

heaven and stripped them of their garments in order to expose
their shameful parts before each other”.”

58 Al-Qur’an: Surah Al-A’raf, 7:26
59 Al-Qur’an: Surah Al-A’raf, 7:27
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Dress code of Islam:

There is no dress named Islamic dress, but there are some
codes regarding Islamic dress, these are as follows:

1. To distinct between men and women:

Islam has not permitted the use of the same type of dress or
garments by men and women. Islam wants to maintain the
distinction between man and woman. It is not proper for men
or women to imitate the other sex in respect of dress. The
Prophet of Islam has said: “It is prohibited for men to dress as
women and it is prohibited for women to dress like men”.*’

The Prophet of Islam has also cursed such kinds of people.61

2. Showiness is prohibited in Islam:

Islam has prohibited show and pomp in the matter of dress.
The Qur’an stated:

s
RS JERL BB e VAl
z z

“And Allah does not like any proud person”.62

The Prophet (saw) said: “Any person who will unnecessarily
lengthen his dress to touch the ground only to show his pride,

Allah will not look to him on the Day of Judgment”.*®

3. Islam upholds cleanliness:

Dress should be very clean as Islam has emphasized on

cleanliness. The Prophet of Islam has said: “Adopt cleanliness

because Islam is a religion which upholds cleanliness”.®*

60 This Hadith is quoted by Ahmad, Abu Dawood and Ibn Majah.
61 This Hadith is quoted by Imam Bukhari.

62 Al-Qur’an: Surah Al-Hadid, 57:23

63 Sahih Al-Bukhari.

64 Sahih Ibn Hibban.
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4. Wearing gold and silk:

Islam has permitted the use of gold ornaments and silk for
women, not for men. The reason probably is that these are
more suitable for women’s nature and not for men. Prophet
(saw) said: “Indeed, he who wears silk in this world (will)
have no share in it in the life after death”. (Bukhari and
Muslim)

The Prophet also said: “Gold and silk are lawful to the women
of my Ummah and forbidden to the men”. (Tirmidhi, Nasa’i)

5. Covering the body properly:

Men and women should wear a decent dresses. It is the
Sunnah of the Prophet that men and women should cover their
bodies properly. However, men are allowed to expose their
bodies except for the portion between the navel and knee for
the need of work or otherwise. And women should cover their
bodies very properly. The Prophet (saw) has said: “It is not
appropriate for a grown-up girl to expose any part of her body
except face and forehead (to any male who is not her husband
or close relative)”.65

The Prophet (saw) has also said that women are not permitted
to wezgr any thin garment through which their bodies can be
seen.

6. Extra outer garment for women:

Islam believes in the dignity of women and wants to protect
her from lustful eyes of evil persons. Islam, therefore,
prescribed that women should put on a flowing outer garment
(gown) over her normal dress while going out to do work or
for other purposes. The Qur’an stated:

65 Abu Dawood.
66 Sahih Muslim.
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“O Prophet! Tell your wives, your daughters, and the women
of the believers to put on a flowing outer garment (covering
their bosom and head). This is better for recognition of good
women (as free respectable women) so that they will not be
bothered. And Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful”.%’

Conclusion:

Islam wants to ensure the balance between the appropriate
covering of the body and adornment between cleanliness and
showiness. If humanity follows the principles of dress given
by Islam, it will indeed ensure the dignity of women and men
and help them to establish a decent society.

67 Al-Qur’an: Surah Al-Ahzab, 33:59
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(49 SY) ‘Dhikrullah’
Remembrance of Allah (Sw7) all the time

Allah (swr) is the Creator of the universe. He is our Lord and
Master. We are His creatures and servants. In addition to our
duties towards Him as we are His slaves, we are also required
to remember Him all the time. Allah the Almighty, states in
this regard:
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“O you who believe! Remember Allah with much
remembrance. And glorify His praises morning and afternoon

(at all the times and in every moment)”. g

Here the question is arising that is it possible to remember Allah
(swn all the time? If so, why Allah (swr) ordered us to do so?
Allah, the Almighty never asks us to do anything impossible.
Therefore, we have to know the actual meaning of Dhikrullah
and the proper way to it in every moment of our life.

Meaning of (4 _S3) Dhikrullah:

The Arabic word (»S3) ‘Dhikr’ means remembrance of

anything.  Therefore, (au&ul S3  ‘Dhikrullah’  means

remembrance of Allah (swr). In the holy Qur’an some other
things are also meant by the word ‘dhikr’ like advice,
reminder, Qur’an, etc. Allah the Almighty says:

U’J ’uuazz ;EJ)‘JU;UJ“P’
“And verily this (the Qur’an) is indeed a Reminder (advice)
for you (O Muhammad saw) and your people (Quraish or your

followers), and you will be questioned (about it)”. -

68 Al-Qur’an: Surah Al-Ahzab, 33:41-42
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“And perform As-Salat (Igamat As-Salat), at the two ends of
the day and in some hours of the night (i.e. five compulsory
prayers). Verily the good deeds remove the evil deeds (i.e.
small sins). That is a reminder (a piece of advice) for the
mindful (those who accept advice)”. 0

Narrated Ibn Mas’'ud ®: A man kissed a woman and then
came to Allah’s Messenger (sAw) and told him of that. So this
Divine Revelation was revealed to the Prophet (saw). The man
said, “Is this instruction for me only?”” The Prophet (saw) said:
“It is for all those of my followers who encounter a similar
situation”.”!

Narrated Abu Dhar ®: Allah’s Messenger said to me:
(a) Be afraid of Allah and keep your duty to Him whenever
you may be.

(b) And follow up the evil deeds with the good deeds, (verily)
the good deeds remove (blot out) the evil deeds. (c) And
(treat) behave with the people in a high standard of
character.”

Allah (swr) also states:
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“And remind (by preaching the Qur’an), for verily, the

reminding profits the believers”. i

69 Al-Qur’an: Surah Adh-Dhukhruf, 43:44
70 Al-Qur’an: Surah Hud, 11:114

71 Sahih Al-Bukhari, Vol. 6, Hadith No. 209.
72 This Hadith is quoted by At-Tirmidhi.

73 Al-Qur’an: Surah Adh-Dhariat, 51:55
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Way to remember Allah (sw7) all the time:

Some people may think that the way to remember Allah is to
sit in a corner of the mosque and then utter the word ‘Allah’/
‘Allahu’ | ‘Illallah’ etc. But it is not logical to utter His name
sometimes and forget Him in others. So there are some
techniques for how to remember Allah (swr) all the time.
These techniques are mentioned in the Holy Qur’an and in the
traditions of the Holy Prophet (SAW). Allah (SWT) states:
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“When you are greeted with a greeting, greet in return with
what is better than it, or (at least) return it equally. Certainly,
Allah is Ever a Careful Account Taker of all things”.”

What should we say in various situations to be in Dhikr:
The easiest way to maintain the (Dhikrullah) remembrance of
Allah (swr) all the time is to know the things, which should be
utter in various situations. Our beloved Prophet (saw) taught
us what to say in every step of our li. For example, I would
like to mention some situations here.

What do we say in the following situations?

e When we go to bed for asleep.

e When we get up from the sleep )
33808 A G iU gyl 4asd
e When we go to the washroom. .
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e When we finish the toilet.
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e When we began our ablotion.

e When we ﬁmsh ablotlon

2 e

a};‘:‘ ﬁi;/‘ S-5 % ’/",ngr;y;\jh;; ‘;laljé‘m‘

G350 G (31513 G 3 o (51 2400

e When we entire the mosque.
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e When we get out from the mosque.
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e When we ascent to upper by stair/lift or any way.
;i ‘ i
e  When we go to landing by stair/lift or any way.
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e When we meet someone.
P ST A AL
e What do we say in reply to salam?
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e What do we say if we see something amazing?
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e What do we say when we sneeze?

e What do we say if a sneezer said ‘Alhamdulillah?
R PA<ES

e want to do something later?
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e What do we say if

3

Conclusion:

Society in Islam is founded on the principles of Tawheed,
‘adl, ma’ruf, observance of huqugq, and values of tazkiyah and
Ihsan. Allah, the Almighty says:
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“Surely Allah enjoins ‘adl, kindness and doing of good to kith

and kin, and forbids all that is shameful, evil and oppression.
He exhorts you so that you may be mindful”.”
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May Allah bless us with a truthful society, a fair and just
society, a moderated and balanced society, where everybody
will be committed to social tolerance and collective goodness.
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