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l.

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow: (15)
On JanLrary 2l ,1193, a sqLlare in Paris known as the Place de la Revolr-rtion was packed r.vith men, women an6 cl-rildren.
ln the middle of the Sqrrare stoocl tltc girillotine, rvltich r.vas Lrsed b1' tlre Frcncrlt 10 pLlt to cieath crirninals and traitors.
Sr,rddenly a cry rose frorn the people waiting there. The tnan whom they had colre to see executed came into sight in an
open caft. The cart stopped at the foot of the ladder which led up to the platforrn where the guillotine stood. The rrran got
down from the cart. He climbed the ladder and fell on his knees under the sharp blade, which dropped and cut off his
head. The head of the lifeless man fell into a basket.
The head that fell was the head of Louis XVI, who had been crowned king of France ]n 1774. Then the crowcl had criecl
'Long live the king!'Norv they cried'Long live the nation!' What had caused this change in the French people? There
were lnany reasons, but one of the rnost important of them was the injustice of French system of taxation. Almost all the
taxes were paid by the peasants. The wealthy, tlre powerful and the nobles escaped taxation almost entirely. The peasants
alone paid the property tax and the salt tax. They were taxed on the wine that they made when they presied their grapes
and on the com that they ground. There were many parts of France where the peasants lived like animals. Ar-thur Young,
an Englishman who travelled thlough France at that time, told how he lnet a peasant wolnan whom he rnistook for an old
\,voman of seventy. Her age was tlventy-eight! Even the peasants who were lxole prosperous were afraicl to live i, a
cotnforlable lnanner. They knew what happened to people who did so. There taxes were increased.
The merchants and the professional tnen. who lived in the tolvns, w'ere also dissatisfied. Tlrey sr-rffered fi.otn the great
variety of restrictions wlriclr were placed on trade and on the condr-rct of bLrsiness. Both they and the peasalts r,vante.cl
freedom in the rnanagement of their own affairs, wlrich the governurent prevented thern from achieving.
These demands which '"vere tnade with rrore and tnore force as the dissatisfaction gre',v, finally courpelled the government
to call a meeting of the States- General. This was the only institution rvhich representecl the nation. It consistecl of
representatives of tlte three 'estates' or sections of the comrnunity, the noble, the clergy and the common people. lt had
not been consr,rlted by the kings of France for 175 years, which meant that the kings and their advisors had grown rnore
and rnore out of touch with tl-re feelings and tlie wishes of the people that they governed.
The States- General met on May 5 1789. Immediately a quarrel broke out betr,veen the representatives olthe people, rvho
were known as the'Third Estate' and those of other two estates. The representatives of the 'Third Estate'declared that
they were the only group which could speak f,or the French people. Tlrey called themselves the 'National Assemblv' ancl
took an oath that they wor-rld not disperse irntil their demands were met. The people of Paris supported them with violent
dernonstration, which forced the king and his ministers to give in to them.
A. Answer the following questions in one complete sentence. Don't quote any sentence directly from the text. lr3:3
i. Who was brought to Place [a Revolution for execution?

B.

ii. What r,vas the tnain reason of the change in French people which led thern to the execution?
iii. Why were rnerchants and professional rnen dissatisfied?
Fill in the gaps r.vith words taken fi'om the passage.
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D. Identify whether the statements are right or
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The French people gathered at the square to rvatch a movie.
The man who was brought to be executed was a historical and renowned person.
iii. The peasants in France led a happy arrd prosperor.rs life.
iv. The wealthy, powerful and the nobles of France contribr-rtecl in its econornic development.
The French people took revenge frorn the King.
vi. Oncethe French people showed great honorto the kingand prayeclforhis long life.
vii. The States General lr,as very active durring the rule of Louis XVI.
viii. The people of France could easily approach the King and the ministers for their various problems.
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Cive yonr opinion in your own language regarding the statetnent:
Otr eclitcatiot.t system is responsible for creating so mqny unemployed educated young people.
Speaking: 05 (Exam to be conducted in the class)- Describing place/people/event)
Listening 05-(Exam to be conducted in the class)-

